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Secondary School Principal 

This week has been Geckotastic, with our boysô 
football team playing in Kathmandu, our girlsô 
basketball players in Chennai and our badminton 
players on home turf here on campus.  There has 
been a thread of excitement through the week, 
starting with a pep rally put on by the SGA on 
Monday and reaching fever pitch for this weekendôs 
final matches. If you are able to come along 
tomorrow to support our badminton players, please 
note the timings of the matches below: 
 
08:00 Singles round 1 & 2 
 
09:30 Singles round 3rd & 4th Rounds & Semi Final; 
Plate rounds 1,2,3 
 
12:00 ï 13:00 Lunch. 
 
13.00 Doubles rounds 1st & 2nd Rounds & Semi 
Final 
 
14.00 Doubles plate rounds 1st & 2nd Rounds & 
Semi Final 
 
15:00- 15.30 Break 
 
15.30 Doubles Semi Finals/plate singles 
 
16:00 Singles Finals  
 
16.30 Doubles Finals 

Badminton Website  http://osc.lk/saisa/ 

 
If you would like to follow the progress of our away 
teams, please note that there are livestreams and 
match results available  
Boys football ï Lincoln School, Kathmandu (+15 
minutes) 

o Website for livestream and 
results: https://www.lsnepal.com/football 

o  match schedule. 
  
Girls Basketball - American International School 
of Chennai (Times are the same as OSC) 

o  match schedule. 

o Tournament 
website  http://athleticsandactivities.blogspot.in/
2018/02/saisa-girls-basketball-2018.html    

http://osc.lk/saisa/
https://www.lsnepal.com/football
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_pHxsLbqQYkeyImVBYm-0UIXAXtzKpL_nvIlShB9tIA/edit?ts=5a2786f7
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1KAp6ExsPhri84JskI0J4uTUOkgDe8LSs3zvBwU06O1w/edit?usp=sharing
http://athleticsandactivities.blogspot.in/2018/02/saisa-girls-basketball-2018.html
http://athleticsandactivities.blogspot.in/2018/02/saisa-girls-basketball-2018.html
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BEHAVIOR POLICY 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
Over the last year, a committee of Primary and Secondary staff have been engaged in evaluating and 
updating our behavior policy. The full faculty as well as the SGA were consulted, and the new policy 
communicated to students by their teachers.  It is now available on the website through the following link 
 
Should you wish to find it at any other time the website route is as follows: 
 

¶ OSC Homepage: 
 

o School 
 

¶ Policies 

¶ Child Protection Policy 

¶ Dress Code 

¶ Technology Use Policy 

¶ OSC Behaviour Policy 
 

 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
 
Claire McQuillan, Secondary Principal and Jason Grandbois, Primary Principal 

I should like to thank Steve and Sue Turner for all their work in 
putting together this yearôs SAISA programme as well as Andy 
Rossberg, Kelly Grandbois and Scott Hawkins for coaching and 
chaperoning the away teams. Our badminton players have enjoyed 
the support of Pradeep Karunaratne, Andrea Battello and Nimal De 
Silva and all these individuals have been ably assisted on the 
ground by Luke Ramsdale. Our student support crew have done a 
great job and I cannot thank enough those of you who opened up 
their homes and hosted our visiting students and coaches.  The 
SCN did a fabulous job of providing sustenance and treats for the 
players and I should also like to thank the Shangri-La Hotel and 
Whight and Co for providing much appreciated refreshments for the 
coaches.  Events like these are always a team effort and everyone 
has worked hard to put together truly unforgettable experiences for our students.  Thank you all. 
 
Next week the annual student led opportunity for individuals to demonstrate their artistic abilities on the stage 
is back with Gecko Factor taking place next Friday 16th at 5pm.  I canôt wait! 
 
I hope you all have a wonderful weekend. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Claire McQuillan 
secondaryprincipal@osc.lk 

http://osc.lk/upload/OSC-Behaviour.pdf


Primary School Principal 
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Afterschool Activities 
 
Block 3 of our Afterschool Activities program will kick off on Monday, February 12th. Please remind your child 
to come to school prepared for their activity; wearing proper shoes, clothing and a hat, which will enhance the 
quality of their experience.  
 
Supervision After School 
 
Students have two options after school: 1) Attend after-school activities; or 2) Go home.  
We do not have supervision for students to ñhang around,ò waiting for friends and/or siblings. On Fridays the 
secondary school runs several afterschool activities, however, primary only has a selected few activities so 
most students finish at 2:40pm. Please ensure that your child is collected at the appropriate time.  
 
If a parent is late for pick-up, children are brought up to the primary office and a phone call is made to find out 
when the vehicle will arrive. The student must wait in the primary office until his/her ride has arrived at school. 
 

Go Geckos!  
 
Regards, 
 
Jason Grandbois 
Primary School Principal 
jgrandbois@osc.lk 



Page 4                               

Experience Sri Lanka!  
The Overseas School of Colomboôs Week Without Walls Program 

by Ian Lockwood  
OSC WWW Coordinator 

 
Two weeks ago OSCôs secondary school set out across our island home to experience Sri Lanka as part of 
the annual Week Without Walls program. Students and teachers spent the week learning in unconventional 
classrooms that emphasized Sri Lankan culture, history and ecology as well as service and outdoor 
education. 
 
Once again Groups of students were learning underwater, visiting geographic high points, participating in 
service learning, interacting with other children, riding white water, cycling dusty roads and much more during 
the week. This is the 10th year of the program and once again students and teachers returned with animated 
stories of their adventures in learning across this very special island. 
 
OSCôs WWW has several unique aspects that make it an exemplar program in experiential education. To start 
with, the learning experiences are rooted in the schoolôs mission statement and emphasize learning rather 
than simply visiting exotic places. All of the WWW groups have articulated learning goals that link to one or 
more aspect of the MYP and DP curriculums. All of the learning experiences are now built around 
interdisciplinary units (IDUs) that fuse together two subject areas in approaching a theme or question.  
 
Many international schools send students on trips outside of their host nations. This is an admirable goal, but 
one that can be expensive and not necessarily most appropriate for deepening learning. At OSC we see the 
WWW program as an opportunity to strengthen our links to and understanding of our host nation Sri Lanka. 
Our small island home offers a diverse culture with friendly people, a rich and complex history and varied 
physical geography to plan the learning around. Each class group has teachers and students who have 
Sinhala and Tamil language skills to help us build bridges with local communities. Tourist infrastructure is 
good but OSCôs WWW program consciously tries to avoid large scale package tourist spots. In contrast we 
seek out the smaller-scale, lesser-known locations where learning can be more authentic. The different 
experiences also provide opportunities for service learning and outdoor education-both of which have been 
key learning areas for OSC for many, many years.  
 
When looking at the different grade levels and trips there is a spectrum of diverse learning activities. In the 
MYP 1, 2, 3 & 4 levels, students participate in whole-class trips that focus on specific learning themes. The 
MYP1 (Grade 6) class spent four days in and around Kandy exploring themes of culture and history in this 
former capital of ancient Sri Lanka. MYP 2 (Grade 7) visited Galle to look at themes of history and art. MYP 3 
(Grade 8) visited Udawalawe National Park and then then conducted an a study of coral reefs in 
Hikkaduwa. The classroom went underwater as snorkelers surveyed coral health. MYP 4 (Grade 9) spent five 
days doing outdoor education and personal leadership at the Borderlandôs camp at Kitulgala. With its 
camping experience this is a WWW trip that is designed to be a significant first part of the Duke of Edinburgh 
program that OSC is adopting. 
 
The older groups- MYP5 and DP1 (Grades 10 & 11) choose from four programs that are IDUs and also 
emphasize different aspects of the Creativity Activity and Service (CAS) part of the DP curriculum. For the fifth 
year a group of OSC teachers and students visited the Jaffna peninsula to learn more about this once remote 
part of the island. The group spent time with the SOS Childrenôs Village that we have a long standing service 
learning program with. The Venture North group took 12 students on a cycling trip in the Sigiriya area. The 
Sri Lanka Highlands group circumnavigated and explored into the Central Highlands. The group used photo 
documentation to learn about the unique cloud forest ecology of Sri Lankaôs mountainous interior. Finally, the 
Habitat & Housing service group went to the Hambantota area to reconnect with primary schools that OSC 
helped fund and support after the 2004 tsunami. They did a combination of service learning and local 
sightseeing while staying at the Janoda Foundationôs teaching training center. 
 
OSC will be celebrating and sharing the learning experiences from the WWW program on February 21st when 
we host the annual WWW Exhibition. Please come and learn more about this important aspect of learning at 
our school. 
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