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Issue 30 - SY 2013-14 

11 April 2014 

ñThe Overseas School of 
Colombo, an IB World 
School, is committed to 
guiding our global 
community toward 
international and 
intercultural 
understanding.  

OSC develops the whole 
person as a responsible 
learner, striving for 
personal excellence 

within a culturally diverse 

environment. ò 

 

A  
Holistic  
Education  
for Global  
Success 

Head of School 

 
 

We just completed a delightfully fun Sinhala and Tamil New Yearôs assembly at 
OSC, brought to you by our primary school students and teachers.  A lot of work, 
planning and practice went into the event, and we have to also thank our service 
staff for their participation in the event through the palm frond weaving contest and 
the greasy pole climbing event.  It was great fun and great photo opportunities for 
all.  Thanks to our primary community for putting on such a lovely event to mark 
the new year. 
 
Thanks to our secondary school actors and supporting team for an outstanding 
performance of ñYermaò this week.  It is a powerful piece and was thoughtfully 
presented by our outstanding cast. Of special note was the original music 
performed in the play, composed by Hasith Balapatabendi and Mrs. Loretta 
Duncan. Thanks to Ms. Rachel Jackson for her fine directing! 
 
We are heading into a much welcome week of holiday now, and I wish all of you a 
very relaxing break. For those who are travelling, go well and come back 
safely.  Weôll see everyone back at school on April 21! 
 
Areta Williams 
Head of School 
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Notice to Parents and Drivers: 
 
Please note that those picking up or dropping 
off students in the front of the school are 
kindly requested to follow the queue of cars 
turning left when preparing to enter the 
campus and not turn right across traffic. You 
are also reminded that if you have only 
secondary students in your vehicle, you are 
kindly requested to drop them off from the 
road at the back of the school near the 
auditorium. 
 
Areta Williams 
Head of School 

Notice to Members   
 

The Overseas School of Colombo shall be a model of excellence in education, nurturing and empowering our 
community of learners to achieve global success. 

 
 
The OSC Board is seeking applicants for a vacancy on the Board. Applicants must be full-fee paying 
members of the school.  
 
If you are interested in applying, please send your CV along with a brief description of why you wish to join 
the Board and what you could contribute, to sajedaa@mac.com The closing date is Monday 21st April. 
There is information on the website describing OSC's mission, vision and governance.  
 
Short-listed candidates will be invited for interviews in the week of 21st April and offers will be made before 
the end of April.  
 
 
Sajeda Akbarally  
Board Chair 

From the Board Chair 

 

Yu Hang Wang 
Nationality: Chinese 

Grade 10/1A 

Soraya McGinley 
Nationality: Australian 
  

Grade 11/2 

Amryn McGinley 
Nationality: Australian 

Grade 2D 

Brayar  McGinley 
Nationality: Australian 

Grade 5D 

Jazlin McGinley 
Nationality: Australian 

Grade 7/2 

mailto:sajedaa@mac.com


Secondary School Principal 

Page 3  NEWSLETTER 

 
Happy Aluth Avurudhu to all!  Best wishes for the New Year! 
 
Secondary Production of Verma ï Congratulations to the cast and crew! It was an 
unforgettable performance, the live score enhanced the show and the technical 
support was excellent. Thanks to Ms. Jackson and to Ms. Duncan for their support of 
our students. 
 
OSC is proud to be hosting the inaugural SAISA Badminton tournament up after the 

break. We are hosting 7 teams from schools in India, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh from our SAISA league. A total of 65 athletes will be 
competing supported by their coaches. The tournament will be 
officiated by umpires from the Sri Lankan Badminton Association and 
we have trained our own line judges for the event. Many thanks to Mr. de Silva, and Mr. 
Karunaratne for coaching our OSC Geckos and to Mr. Shipley for the organizational side of 
things. 

 
MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) testing concludes this week. This testing session was the óbook endô 
to the testing we conducted in September. Reports showing student growth will be sent home in the week 
following the break.  
 
Thanks to the parent volunteers who participated in our óReporting Think Tankô on Monday morning. It was 
great to hear some specific feedback about report cards and the value of the different aspects of our reporting 
system as well as ways in which we may improve. 
 
Departing Students - We understand that some students may be departing OSC at the end of the 
semester.  You will be missed!  If you need transcripts, school profiles or final grade reports we can give you 
6 originals.  If you should need more than 6 we must charge Rs.1,000 per item.  We must receive the request 
for the number of copies by May 30th in order to receive the items by June 10th.  The Counselling office will 
be closed from June 12th to July 31st.  We will be unable to process any document requests during this time.   
 
 
Eileen Niedermann 
Secondary School Principal 
eniedermann@osc.lk 

 

SWIMMING POOL 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE SWIMMING POOL WILL BE CLOSED ON MONDAY 

14TH AND TUESDAY 15TH APRIL.  



Primary School Principal 
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Sinhala & Tamil New Year Celebrations 
 
OSCôs Sinhala & Tamil New Year assembly just gets better and better! Todayôs event was full of cultural 
traditions, games, dances, food and fireworks. The most difficult activity was climbing the ñgreased poleò, but 
our support staff was once again successful and able to capture the flag on top. Congratulations! Other 
activity favourites were the ñbun eatingò contest, coconut scraping, and weaving competitions. Thank you to 
all parents who came out to support and participate in the fun and games for this assemblyéand if for some 
reason you were not able to attend, be sure to mark it on your calendar for next year as it is Primaryôs most 
spectacular assembly of the year!  
 

After School Activities 
 
Activities will begin as soon as we return from our break on Monday, April 21st. Please note the activities your 
child will attend and plan for appropriate pick up. Remember, the finish time for activities is now 3:45pm for 
students in Grade 2-5.  
 

April Break 
 
The end of term is finally here. Everyone has been working extremely hard this term and it has paid off with 
significant accomplishments. Now it is time to rest!  I urge you all to relax, sleep-in, read a book and spend 
some quality time with family and friends during your holiday. We only have 8 short weeks left after the break, 
and it will be busyéso recharge your batteries. 
 

Important Notices: 
 

¶ April 14-18  - School Holiday 

¶ April 21st   - Start of Session 4 for our After-school activities  

 



 

UPCOMING EVENTS/MEETINGS..  

12 April - ACT Testing 
12-20 April - Vacation 
21 April - Activity Session 4 begins 
22 April - PTA Executive Meeting 
   - 7.45 a.m. 
25-27 April - SAISA Badminton  
   Tournament - OSC 
28 April - Last day for DP2  
   Students. 
   Farewell Assembly & 
   Subject Awards 
29 April - 2 May- DP1 Geography Field 
   Study 
30 April - Music Makers - 7 pm Auditorium 
1 May  - Holiday 
5 May  - IB DP Examinations  
   Begin 
6 May  - PYP to MYP Transition 
   for Grades 5 Parents 
   - 7.45 a.m. 

*Changes/additions to calendar 

8 May  - Grade 9 Parent  
   Workshop - Introduction 
   to Personal Project 
9 May  - Teacher & Staff  
   Appreciation Day 
13 May - Introduction to MYP for  
   Grade 5 students. 
   Finance Meeting-5.00 pm 
14-15 May - Vesak Holidays 
*20 May - OSC EGM - 7.45 a.m. 
   PTA AGM  
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MUSIC MAKERS:  SAVE THE DATE!  
 

 
This fun event is fast approaching! At 7pm on Wednesday, April 30th, in the 
Auditorium, OSC will present Music Makers: an evening of wonderful musical entertainment. 
The Concert Band and Voice will be performing, along with soloists and small ensembles from 
all grades of the Secondary school. A huge range of musical styles and genres will be 
featured, from Bernstein to The Beatles, "Let it Go" from �)�U�R�]�H�Q��to Gustav Mahler! So 
something for everyone. Tickets are now on sale from the Business Office, priced at Rs.500, 
so please reserve the date and plan to come along and support our amazingly talented 
students! See you there! 
 
Loretta Duncan 
HOD Arts 


