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ñOSC develops 
the whole person 
as a responsible 
learner striving 
for personal 
excellence within 
a culturally 
diverse schoolò 

 

A  
Holistic  
Education  
for Global  
Success 

Head of School 

 
 

Parents, 
 
It is good to be back at work after my trip to the US for a conference.  So much 
happened in the very few days I was away, and I am told that the various events 
went off very well. Special thanks go out to the organizers and student participants 
in the secondary OSCARS event, the Primary Swim Gala, Talent Show and 
Mother Language Activity.  Parents were key supporters in each of these events, 
and students performed very well, I am told. Thank you, as always! 
 
This week marked the launch of a newly organized TISSL, ñThe International 
Schools of Sri Lankaò.  This group, which now comprises 23 international schools 
in Sri Lanka has been in existence for a number of years, but it is now more 
formally constituted with a new constitution and a website for promoting inter-
schools events in Colombo.  There is a fuller description of the roll-out this week in 
Jason Grandboisô report, as he attended to represent OSC.   
 
The conference I attended in San Francisco - focused on the theme ñPromoting 
Social Justice in a Diverse Worldò - was very interesting.  The leading keynoter 
was Dr. Kimmie Weeks, a child rights activist who grew up in Liberia and struggled 
to escape from wretched conditions there to find refuge and earn an education in 
the US. He has since focused his energy on promoting partnerships and 
organizations that have provided education to over 1 million students in West 
Africa, lobbied the disarmament of over 20,000 child soldiers and provided health 
care and recreation supplies to children there. This was just the starting point of 
many interesting discussions on how we in international education can provide the 
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environment that enables our students to learn how they can make a difference in our world. 
 
The Board has been very busy these past few weeks, getting set up to engage in the new Head of School 
search. There is a letter to the community with information regarding the search in this newsletter and the 
Boardôs official announcement is now posted on the school website.  A search consultant will be visiting the 
school from March 5 - 7 and there will be focus group discussions involving the whole community.  Please 
watch for more information on the timetable next week.  Selecting the Head of School is one of the most 
important decisions a Board makes, and OSCôs Board has already put in hours of work to set it up 
properly.  We hope many of you will take the opportunity to share your thoughts and ideas about our school 
and its future leadership. 
 
 
Areta Williams 
Head of School 
awilliams@osc.lk 

Staff and Community Letter From  
The Overseas School of Colombo Board of Directors 

February 22, 2013 
 
 
Dear OSC Staff and Parents, 

 
As we are well into the second half of the academic year, the Board of Directors wishes to thank the staff 

for its commitment to their students and the parents for their continued and much needed support of the 
school.  
 
You now know that Ms. Areta Williams has decided to retire effective June 2014. Aligned with our 
commitment to keep our staff and community well informed, the Board offers this information regarding the 
search for Ms. Williamsô replacement. While there are points of confidentiality during such a search, we are 
committed to a transparent process because we recognize the importance of this position to the schoolôs 
future and the important role the Board has in the selection of the very best person to serve as Head of 
School. 
 
Allow me first and foremost to express the Boardôs appreciation for all that Areta Williams has done for OSC 
as Head. The school community is truly indebted for all that has been accomplished during Aretaôs tenure. 
Her departure date of June 2014 provides the Board ample opportunity to conduct a comprehensive world-
wide search for the new Head of School. 
 
The Board of Directors has recently contracted with International Schools Services (ISS) based in Princeton, 
N.J. ISS is highly regarded as a search firm for international schools and has designated a well-qualified team 
of experienced international consultants to guide the search. The ISS search team will be led by Dr. Paul 
DeMinico, Vice President for Administrative Searches.    
 
ISSô first key responsibility is to assist with the development of the new Headôs Leadership Profile. With 
oversight responsibilities from the Board, Dr. DeMinico will conduct an on-site review from March 4-8, 2013. 
During this visit he will meet with stakeholders, assess the schoolôs strengths and areas in need of further 
development.  
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Additionally, all school constituents wishing to do so may participate in the outreach phase of the process to 
help the Board develop an inclusive set of skills, attitudes and experiences sought in the new school Head. 
This profile will be presented to the Board of Directors for its approval and will be used throughout the 
screening process. The profile of desired qualities will be shared with the community.  
 
Recruitment strategies and canvassing of candidates will be comprehensive. ISS will coordinate 
advertisements using its well established channels and extensive candidate pool. In addition, the Board will 
advertise the position in both international and national periodicals; reaching existing and aspiring school 
Heads at international schools throughout the world.  
 
The screening and interviewing of final candidates will be onsite at the school and is tentatively set for late 
April-early May, 2013. The Board of Directors, in keeping with its interest to conduct the process in a 
transparent manner, will host finalists for stakeholdersô review of the candidates and provide opportunities for 
input to the Board prior to the final selection by the Board. 
 
The final schedule for Dr. DeMinicoôs visit will be announced next week. The timing here is important and 
short and we appreciate your flexibility with meeting with Dr. DeMinico per his visitation schedule, March 4-8.  
 
The Board of Directorsô intention is to announce the successful candidate in May 2013 with the start of duties 
scheduled for August 2014. 
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors, we thank you for recognizing that we are performing one of our most 
important functions and we ask for your much needed and continued support throughout the process. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sajeda Akbarally, Chair                                      Fazna Ahmed, Chair 
Board of Directors                                               Search Committee 
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Secondary School Principal 

Somehow February has flown by in a flash! Today we celebrated the annual Week without Walls in an exhibit 
of student learning.  
 
Several Grade 12 students have already received University acceptances. This is very early to receive 
acceptances as the majority of colleges do not accept students until late March or April.  The Universities 
which have accepted our students are:   

 
        United States: 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
       United Kingdom: (please be aware all UK offers are conditional on the final IBDP results) 

 

 
       Canada: University of British Columbia,  
 
       Netherlands: University of Utrecht  
 
Our total scholarship offers thus far are $128,000. 
 
 
 
 
 

Endicott College 

Lesley University 

Pennsylvania State University ï 

Berks College 

Hanover College 

Massachusetts College of 

Pharmacy and Health 

University of Tampa 

University of Portland 

Bard College 

Hartwich College 

Juniata College 

Culinary Institute of America 

Beloit College  

University of East Anglia 

Hull York Medical School 

Keele University 

University of York 

University of Bath 

University of Edinburgh 

Kingston University 

University of Leeds 

University of Stirling 

University of Westminister 

University of Greenwich 

London South Bank 

University of West London 

University of London ï Goldsmiths 

University of London 

University of London  

Queen Mary 

University of East London 

Brunel University 

Manchester University 

University of Kent 

University of Glasgow 

New Castle University 

University of Strathclydewith  
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We have many upcoming events in this last week of February: 
 

¶ Book Sale on Saturday 23rd February, 8:00am ï 12:00pm. Location: 3rd floor of S-Block. 

 
 Text books in Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics and Computer Science. Literature books suitable for 
 12+ years! The secondary school is clearing out our old inventory and making some space for new  class
 rooms. We have hundreds of books that need new homes. These books are well used, but still have 
 life in them. All fiction at Rs.50 each and all texts at Rs.100 each!!! Larger purchases at steep                  
 discounts! These books are suited for English medium schools / teachers or individuals interested in       
 expanding their personal libraries. Please pass this message on to anyone you think might be interested. 
 

¶ Diploma Theatre presentations showcasing the Grade 11-12 scenes, will be held on Tuesday, 26th 

February in the auditorium. The event begins at 7pm. The previously scheduled Grade 12 Scene night has 
been shifted to the 27th due to facilities limitations. This event will be by invitation only. 

 

¶ Diploma Programme information night for Grade 10 parents will be on Wednesday the 27th of February 

at 7:00 pm. Key information about the IB Diploma Programme and guidance in understanding the options 
and requirements for diploma will be presented.  

 

¶ COMUN launch on March 1st. OSC hosts its annual COMUN event beginning on March 1st. The theme 

this year is óConflict and Crisisô. I am sure this year will be another excellent occasion for the debaters and 
also an opportunity to interact with students from a wide range of schools in Sri Lanka and abroad. 

 
 
Have a great week! 
 
Eileen Niedermann 
Secondary School Principal 
eniedermann@osc.lk 
 



 Primary School Principal 

The Launch of TISSL (The International Schools of 
Sri Lanka) 
 
On Wednesday, February 20th in the Albatross Hall at 
Waters Edge, OSC attended, and was represented at 
the official launch of TISSL association. School Heads 
of all 23 member schools were present for the press 
conference and each member school was issued with 
a TISSL plaque, acknowledging their membership. The 
TISSL executive committee also unveiled the new 
TISSL website: www.TISSL.lk and explained the 
content and purpose found within the pages.  
 
Currently, 23 member schools in Sri Lanka have come 
together to be a part of an association and will work 
together to carry out the TISSL objectives: 
 

¶ To enhance and promote the goodwill and 

relationships between member schools 

¶ To contribute to the development of the 

International education in Sri Lanka 

¶ To provide holistic international education 

while promoting and upholding the values and 
culture of Sri Lanka 

¶ To assist the Government in promoting and 

delivering the English Medium education in Sri 
Lanka 

¶ To organize special events to enhance the 
quality and efficiency of the member school 

 
In one weeks time there are 2 events that OSC is 
participating in: 
 
Event: Colombo Model United Nations 
Date: 1 to 3 March 2013 
Organized by:  The Overseas School of Colombo 
Venue: School Premise 
 
Event: International Schools Athletic  
  Championships (ISAC) 2013 
Date: 1 to 3 March 2013 
Organized by:   Gateway College 
Venue: Sugathadasa Stadium 

 
For more information about the TISSL organization, 
please take a moment to read through the newly 
created website. 
 
 

Primary Talent Show 
 

Did you know that three out of four individuals 
suffer from speech anxiety globally? Well, at OSC, 
one would argue this point after seeing 
Wednesday morningôs talent show and all of our 
budding stars. This year we had more 
performances than everéand some of the acts 
were extremely creative. The success of this event 
was a collaborative effort from all of Grade 4 ï 
students and teachers, and from Ms. Dean, our 
Performing Arts teacher. Together, they planned 
and organized the entire event as a piece of their 
unit of inquiry. It is great to see so many of our 
students being courageous risk-takers and 
stepping on stage. Well doneéand thanks to all of 
the parents who came out to support their children. 
Much appreciated. 
 

International Mother Language Day 
 

Thursday, February 21st marked International 
Mother Language Day and the Primary School 
Library staff needs to be congratulated for 
organizing the Mother Tongue Reading event. In 
the Schoolôs Mission we look at developing the 
whole person as a responsible learner within a 
culturally diverse school. On the morning of our 
Mother Tongue Reading event, 27 different 
languages were gathered and represented through 
our diverse student population. Children had a 
short period where they could immerse 
themselves in literature written in their mother 
tongue language. At this point, I would like to 
thank all the parents who volunteered their time to 
come and read to their children. Without this group 
of volunteers, this day would be impossible to 
organize. Parents, thank you for your continued 
support and devotion to your children and OSC. 
 

Important Notices: 
 

¶ February 25th -  Poya Day (No School) 

¶ March 19th     -       Reading in the PYP parent  

   workshop 

¶ March 30th     -       Food and Fun Fair  
 

Enjoy the Poya weekend. 
 

Regards, 
 

Jason Grandbois 
Primary Principal 
jgrandbois@osc.lk 
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OSC Head Lice Policy 
 
Head lice do not carry disease but can spread quickly and must be treated at once. If a student is identified 
with having head lice at school, parents will be notified immediately and the student will be sent home. The 
student should not return to school until the lice has been treated. The school doctor will re-check the 
student and confirm effective treatment, before the student is allowed to return to class. If there is still 
evidence of head lice, parents will be notified and the student will be sent back home. 
 
There are many treatments available for head lice in pharmacies, or prescriptions that can be given by your 
doctor. Special shampoo and lice combs are most effective treatments when used in succession. If you are 
unsure how to identify the lice, please consult with a doctor or someone with experience who can help.  
 
If you find a positive case, remember to wash all bed sheets, pillow cases and hats to ensure you have 
successful treatment. Put all items out in the hot sun to dry for a few hours to ensure treatment is effective. If 
you have any questions about this, please contact Dr. Indrika, our school doctor, and she will be more than 
willing to assist.  
 
 
Thank you for your cooperation.  

Lice Eradication Programme! Next week we will be checking all 
students for lice. The doctor will be overseeing the checks and newly 
sterilized combs will be used on each student. Should you prefer, your 
child may bring their own comb instead.  Students with evidence of live 
lice or nits will be sent home for treatment. They will be re-checked 
before returning to class. 
 
How can you help? In case your child is identified as carrying lice, 
please diligently follow up on the treatment including repeated 
shampoos to eliminate newly hatched eggs. We can only eliminate lice 
from our campus if everyone is treated completely.  For prevention, it is 
suggested that students with long hair tie up/back their hair. Students 
should not share hats, brushes, hair clips, etc. Finally, it would be 
helpful if students with long hair brush out the knots and snarls before 
being checked to make the whole process easier. 
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Primary School  International Mother Language Day Reading   

 
that unique moment in timeé.. 

 
 

~ A BIG ñThank youò to all who to read to our Primary School children ~ 
 
 

Georgina Williams ï Afrikaans, Rizwana Islam ï Bangla, Hana Hettiaratchi ï Czech, Tanja 
Laursen ï Danish, Wafiyya Najeeb ï Divehi, Stephanie Ketting ï Dutch, Susan Waldron, 
Heidi Dean, Meridith Giordano, Kathy London, Arabella Poston, Amy Smith, Colin Powell, 

Tina Heartney ï English, Vanessa Lanzlinger, Genvieve Plante ï French, Philipp Steinheim, 
Dajana Cochard ï German, Katerina Melemini ï Greek, Ruchi Sood, Radha Patel, Lena 

Surana ï Hindi, Sylvia Ardesi ï I talian, Harue Hayashi, Etsuko Wallace ï Japanese, Ji-Hi 
Bae ï Korean, Nur Hasniza ï Malay, Jessi Li ï Mandarin, Suchitha Kisty ï Marati, Eigil-Ola 

Kvernmo ï Norwegian, Nisma Thaha ï Persian, Dana Ghiban ï Romanian, Elena 
Steinheim, Asyl Undeland ï Russian,  Sandra Wilson, Kumari Karunaratne, Sundari De 
Alwis, Tharushi Nanayakkara, Champika Amerasinghe, Hiruka Soza ï Sinhala, Claudia 

Matus ï Spanish, Dhara Muhunthan ï Tamil, Salman Siddiqui - Urdu. 
 

 
        Pictures can be viewed on:  
            http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.449443891791043.99207.100001763088162&type=1 

 
 
 

Reminder - Check this out!!!!  
 

http://en.childrenslibrary.org/   
 
 

ñThe International Children's Digital Library is a multicultural library that features carefully 
selected, age-rated and age-appropriate books. Childrenslibrary.org includes children's 
books from more than 40 countries and in 55 languages. The site is easily accessible and 

allows users to search for books by age, country, language, length, or genre.ò - 
(Comonsensemedia.org) 

 
 

~ The Library Team ~ 

http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.449443891791043.99207.100001763088162&type=1
http://en.childrenslibrary.org/
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In the last fortnight to the COMUN conference next weekend, the OSC COMUN delegation is looking forward to active 
participation after months of preparation. Janik and Ian as Chairs of ECOSOC and GA 2, San Eun as head of Community 
Service, Harshini as the Head of IT, Raya as head of Finance and Nikhil as Asst. Head of Logistics will provide able support to 
Yanika  - as the Secretary General of the XIXth session of COMUN. 
 
We have some wonderful representation in Sanoj as the Delegate of Thailand, Britt as the delegate of Japan, Humza in the 
Security Council and Mehr in the UNHRC. Shenali, Lily, Vismit, Shakti and Ina are equally strong and make up the team. 
 
 

                   The OSC COMUN 2013 Delegation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(L-R Top Row) Katja Brodholt, Shenali Pilapitiya, Humza Usmani, Nikhil Alok Mathur, Janik Sittampalam, Vismit 
Agarwal, Sanoj Jayakody, Shakthi Ponniah, Britt Meyers 
 
(L-R Bottom Row)  Harshini  Karunaratne, Raya Goonetilleke, Ixana Hyun-Sack, Yanika Amarasekera, Mehr 
Gunawardene, Sang Eun Lee, Anneke Alok Mathur, Lily Carroll 

 
 
 
 
GOOD LUCK, Delegates! Make  OSC Proud ! 
For more information, log on to www.comun2013.com 
 
 
Jasmine Bhattacharjie & Minza Snyder 
          OSC/ COMUN Facilitators 
 
 

 From the COMUN desk 

http://www.comun2013.com


UPCOMING EVENTS/MEETINGS..  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 THURSDAY NIGHT PARENT / 
STUDENT FOOTBALL  - 5PM 

WEEKLY 
 
CALLING ALL PARENTS! 
 
A mixed football group of students and 
parents meet regularly each Thursday 
evening at 5 PM on the OSC football field. 
More recently the support for this activity 
has dwindled, something that we are keen 
to rectify.  
 
QUESTION:  
 

¶ Are you interested in playing regular 
football? 

¶ Are you free between 5pm and 6pm on 
Thursdayôs? 

 
If the answer is yes, (or if you want to know 
more information), then please email our 
LEAD PARENT for this resuming activity, 
Philipp Steinheim,  
Philipp.steinheim@giz.de 
 
This group of OSC football players are 
looking forward to hearing from you ï and 
to playing again soon!  
 
Donôt miss out!   
  
Mark Shipley 
Athletics Director 

*23 February - COMUN Practice Debate (2) 
   Gecko Boysô Under 19 Basketball 
   Tournament 
25 February - Poya Day 
*26 February - Diploma Theatre Presentations -  
                                       Auditorium - 7.00 p.m. 
27 February  - Introduction to the IB Diploma  
                                       Programme for Grade 10 students  
                                       and parents - 7.00 p.m. 
*27 February - Drama Scene Night for Grades  
                          10, 11 & 12 
28 February - PTA Executive Meeting - 7.45 am 
1-3 March - COMUN 2013 
5 March - Finance Committee Meeting  
   - 5.00 p.m. 
8-10 March  - SAISA Track & Field - OSC 
   SAISA Girlsô Football - AIS Chennai 
   SAISA Boysô Basketball  
   - LS Kathmandu 
12 March - PTA Coffee with Content - 5.00 p.m. 
14-15 March - Secondary School Production 
19 March - Board Meeting - 5.00 p.m. 
   PYP Parent Workshop ñReading in the 
   PYPò - 7.45 a.m. PMPR 
22 March - Secondary Interim Reports distributed 
   Activity Session 3 end 
25-27 March - IB Diploma Art Exhibition & Art 
   Examinations 
26 March - Poya Day 
28-29 March - IB Diploma Art Exhibition Viewing 
30 March - Food & Fun Fair - 3.30 - 6.30 p.m. 
 

 
 

*Changes/additions to calendar 
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MENUS 

MONDAY 25 February  

TUESDAY 26 February 

WEDNESDAY 27 February 

THURSDAY 28 February 

FRIDAY 1 March 

HOLIDAY - POYA DAY 

For Primary Children - Portion Packs 

 Pasta carbonara (S) with Chicken & Salad-------------------200/= 

Sausages and Egg Fried Rice with Chicken & Salad--------200/= 

Inclusive of Dessert or Drink -----------------------------------250/= 

For Secondary Children - Portion Packs 

Pasta carbonara & Salad----------------------------------------220/= 

Fried Rice with Chicken (1 portion) & Salad----------------220/= 

Inclusive of Dessert or Drink ----------------------------------280/= 

Dishes Available 

Roast Chicken with Hawaiian Dressing-----------------------90/= 

Beef Stew portion-------------------------------------------------80/= 

Vegetable Moussaka portion------------------------------------60/= 

Cabbage Casserole------------------------------------------------50/= 

Salad (German Coleslaw / Fresh Garden Salad) -------------50/= 

Cut Fruits in a cup / Cream Caramel---------------------------70/= 

For Primary Children - Portion Packs 

Spaghetti with Meat Balls & Salad ----------------------------200/= 

Vegetarian Fried Rice with Chicken & Salad-----------------200/= 

Inclusive of Dessert or Drink -----------------------------------250/= 

For Secondary Children - Portion Packs 

Spaghetti with Meat Balls & Salad-----------------------------220/= 

Vegetarian Fried Rice with Chicken & Salad-----------------220/= 

Inclusive of Dessert or Drink -----------------------------------280/= 

Dishes Available 

Baked Chicken with Brown Sauce------------------------------90/= 

Baked Fish portion-------------------------------------------------80/= 

For Primary Children - Portion Packs 

Chicken / Beef Burger---------------------------------------------120/= 

Egg Burger-----------------------------------------------------------70/= 

Chicken / Beef Burger with French Fries------------------------200/= 

Egg Burger with French Fries ------------------------------------180/= 

For Secondary Children - Portion Packs 

Chicken / Beef Burger---------------------------------------------130/= 

Egg Burger-----------------------------------------------------------80/= 

Chicken / Beef Burger with French Fries------------------------220/= 

Egg Burger with French Fries ------------------------------------200/= 

Dishes Available 

Potato wedges------------------------------------80/=(per portion) 

Mini Hash browns (3 items) -------------------80/=(per portion) 

SMILIES (3 items) ------------------------------80/=(per portion) 

Salad Bar------------------------------------------80/=(per portion) 

Fried Rice with Chicken ------------------------------------------200/= 

Pasta Oriental style-------------------------------------------------150/= 

Cut Fruits in a cup / Chocolate Biscuit pudding ---------------70/= 

For Primary Children - Portion Packs 

Chinese Noodles with chicken & Salad---------------------200/= 

Sweet Corn Rice with Chicken & Salad---------------------200/= 

Inclusive of Dessert or Drink ---------------------------------250/= 

For Secondary Children - Portion Packs 

Chinese Noodles with chicken & Salad ---------------------220/= 

Sweet Corn Rice with Chicken & Salad---------------------220/= 

Inclusive of Dessert or Drink ---------------------------------280/= 

Dishes Available 

Fried Chicken legs ----------------------------------------------90/= 

Sweet & Spicy Beef---------------------------------------------80/= 

Vegetable Chop Mix---------------------------------------------60/= 

Broccoli & Mushroom Pakora ---------------------------------50/= 

Salad ---------------------------------------------------------------50/= 

Fried Fish Portion-------------------------------------------------60/= 

Cut Fruits in a cup / Cream Caramel---------------------------70/= 
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Boiled Vegetable ----------------------------------------------60/= 

Spinach with chickpeas---------------------------------------50/= 

Salad (Potato Salad / Green Salad /Beetroot Salad)-------50/= 

Boiled Egg Portion---------------------------------------------30/= 

Fruit Salad / Jelly-----------------------------------------------60/= 
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The Overseas School of Colombo  
Pelawatte, P.O. Box 9 
Battaramulla, Sri Lanka 
Tel: (94-11) 2784920-2 
Fax: (94-11) 2784999 
Email: admin@osc.lk 
Web: www.osc.lk 
 

 

 

HOUSEMAID AVAILABLE!!!   Kumari is 43 yrs old and previously worked for 
expats as a cook/Housemaid. She can prepare very good Sri Lankan and western 
dishes, clean and iron. She is pleasant and honest and has very good references. 

Willing to live in or out. Call Kumari on 0770 662723. 


