
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 N
e

w
s
le

tt
e

r
 

T
H
E
 
O
V
E
R
S
E
A
S
 
S
C
H
O
O
L
 

O
F
 
C
O
L
O
M
B
O

 

Issue 22 - SY 2013-14 

13 February 2014 

ñThe Overseas School of 
Colombo, an IB World 
School, is committed to 
guiding our global 
community toward 
international and 
intercultural 
understanding.  

OSC develops the whole 
person as a responsible 
learner, striving for 
personal excellence 

within a culturally diverse 

environment. ò 

 

A  
Holistic  
Education  
for Global  
Success 

Head of School 

 

Parents, 
 

Thanks for all the support with our events this week and last, from the National Day 
Assembly to the swim gala, and at todayôs talent show.  These  were lovely events, 
made all the more so by the presence of so many parents!   
 

I have been in Boston in the USA for a final recruitment fair and the conference 
called the Association for the Advancement of International Education. I am 
pleased to report that we have 6 of 8 vacancies filled for the coming year, and are 
currently interviewing for the final two. When we have everyone in place, I will send 
out an announcement about all the new hires. The conference I attended was 
based on the theme ñEyes on the Future: Future Trends and Foresight 
Education.ò  We heard keynoters and had individual sessions in which we talked 
about schools for the 21st century, and how we need to change our organizations 
to meet the needs of students going into a world of different ways of thinking and 
the use of technology to assist in the learning process.  It was fascinating to learn 
new things about what we can expect in the future as well as to speculate on what 
will be unexpected.   
 

Phil Joslin, the incoming Head of School, was also in Boston and we spent some 
time together.  He and his wife, Julia are very much looking forward to coming to 
OSC and Colombo.  Phil will be here for a week of transition meetings from March 
18 - 21, and will be happy to meet with parents while he is here.  I think you will like 
him.  I feel that the school will be in very good hands under his guidance. 
 

I wish you all a very restful long weekend! 
 
Areta Williams,  
Head of School 



Secondary School Principal 
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Here we are headed into a much deserved long weekend. I wish everyone an enjoyable Poya/Valentines day 
and a restful break! 
 
WwW Exhibition ï Secondary Parents are invited to attend our upcoming WwW Exhibition on Thursday, 
February 20th from 2:00-3:30 pm in the auditorium.  
 
TISSL & SAISA competitions - Next Friday-Sunday, OSC will be competing in the TISSL Track and Field 
Event at Sugathadasa Stadium here in Colombo. We have a good group of primary and secondary athletes 
participating across the events and we wish them all the best! Upcoming soon are the SAISA Track & Field, 
Basketball and Soccer events. We will be sending representative teams to all three competitions. They are 
currently working hard to prepare to represent OSC around the region. All of this is possible due to the hard 
work and dedication of our Athletics Team of coaches and chaperones headed up by Mr. Shipley. 
Considerable support is also provided by the Secondary Office and the Business office to help arrange the 
travel and logistics. Good work, all! 
 
ACT Testing Begins at OSC - OSC will now be a testing centre for the ACT exam. The first test date is April 
12th, 2014.  The ACT is equally regarded to the SAT as a university entrance exam. I encourage all 11th 
grade students to take the ACT exam. What are the differences between the two exams? The ACT exam has 
a Science section which includes questions in Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Earth Science, the writing 
section is optional, the Math section includes Trigonometry and there is no penalty for guessing. You can 
register online http://www.actstudent.org/regist/  If you have further questions, please contact Rosanne 
Noble, OSC counsellor at rnoble@osc.lk.   
 
 
Have a good week! 
 
 
Eileen Niedermann 
Secondary School Principal 
eniedermann@osc.lk 

http://www.actstudent.org/regist/
mailto:rnoble@osc.lk
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Primary School Principal 
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If you read last weekôs newsletter you would be aware 
that being a role model ñCommunicatorò is our 
Learner Profile Focus for the month of February. As a 
member of our OSC community, what exactly does 
that mean? Good communication is the key to 
positive relationships, which fosters an environment 
for student growth and development. Below is a guide 
to help you better understand the lines of 
communication within our OSC organization. 
 
Primary School Contact and Communication 
Guide 
 
Introduction 
 
The following set of guidelines is based on the 
understanding that whenever an issue, question or 
problem arises, the solution is first to be sought at its 
source. In any situation of concern it is best to go to 
the person directly involved in order to ensure that 
you: 
 

¶ gain first-hand information; 

¶ acquire a complete understanding of the 
situation; 

¶ communicate important information; 

¶ achieve a timely response; 

¶ model the concept of open communication 
to maintain optimal support for your childôs 
learning and well-being. 
 

Contact Information for Families 
 
Please keep the school updated with your home and 
mobile phone numbers and your emergency contact 
phone numbers. In the event of an emergency we 
need to be in touch with the parent or designated 
guardian as quickly as possible. 
 
If parent contact information changes, including home 
telephone, home address, parentsô e-mails, office and 
mobile numbers, please contact the Primary Office at 
once, where our family contact database is 
maintained. It is vital that we be able to contact you. 
 
Telephone: +94 11 4419207 
Fax: +94 11 2784999 
E-mail: annek@osc.lk 
 

School-to-Home Communication 
 
OSC publishes a weekly newsletter on Fridays. 
The newsletter link is sent electronically, is posted 
on the OSC website, and there are a limited 
number of hard copies available in the Primary 
Office. Important school events and dates are 
posted in the newsletter.  
 
Each child is issued a Communication Book at the 
beginning of the school year. This book should be 
kept in the childôs holder and travel between home 
and school each day. Personal messages and 
homework assignments are recorded in the 
communication book so parents should be 
checking it daily.  
 
If the Primary School wished to communicate in the 
form of a letter, then the letter will be either sent 
home with the child or emailed to your account. 
OSC will use a telephone tree and/or email 
message when important, time-sensitive 
information needs to be communicated to parents. 
 
Primary School Office 
 
Parents are expected to notify the school if their 
child is absent, late to school, or needs to be 
dismissed early. Please contact the Primary School 
Office after 7:30 am at +94 11 4419207. Parents 
may also email Mrs. Anne Karunaratne at 
annek@osc.lk  
 
METHOD OF CONTACT  
 
The most effective method of communication is 
having face-to-face conversation; however, we 
realize this is not always possible. As an 
alternative, the most efficient method of contacting 
a teacher, a specialist, and/or an administrator is 
through email at: 
 
First initial of first name and last name@osc.lk (e.g. 
Jason Grandboisô OSC email address is 
jgrandbois@osc.lk )  
 
Class Teachers 
 
In general, if parents have a question or concern 
about their childôs general well-being, friendships or 

mailto:annek@osc.lk
mailto:annek@osc.lk
mailto:jgrandbois@osc.lk
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adjustment to change, they should first contact their 
childôs class teacher. The following issues should be 
addressed directly to the class teacher: 
 

¶ Academic concerns 

¶ Student behaviour 

¶ Questions about general day-to-day routines 

and expectations 

¶ Classroom and school relationships  

¶ Field trips 

¶ Missing items  

 
Specialist Teachers 
 
If parents have a question or concern about their 
childôs experience in a particular class, then they 
should contact the specialist teacher directly. Listed 
below are some issues that parents might address 
with a specialist teacher: 
 

¶ Subject or course information 

¶ Class supplies and requirements 

¶ Assessment and grading 

¶ Curriculum information 

¶ Student progress and performance 

¶ Teaching or classroom incidents 

 
Counsellor 
 
Parents may feel that their child would benefit from 
counselling and/or social and emotional support. If this 
service is needed, please consult with the Primary 
Principal and a meeting can be arranged with the 
school counsellor, Ms. Rosanne Noble. 
 
English as Additional Language (EAL) 
 
Parents may contact Mrs. Vyomi Bertus to acquire 
information about EAL and the programme offered at 
OSC. 
 
Learning Support 
 
Parents may contact, Mrs. Ann Hudson to acquire 
information about academic support, homework club, 
and/or options for psychological educational 
assessments. 
 
Programme Coordination 
 
Parents may contact the Primary Years Coordinator, 
Mrs. Gunilla Bengtsson, if they have any questions 

about programme requirements, the school 
curriculum, or programme coordination. 
 
Administration ï Principal  
 
If more information is required or if a situation is 
not resolved with a teacher or programme 
coordinator, parents are encouraged to contact 
the Primary Principal with the knowledge of the 
teacher concerned. 
 
In addition to the above, you may wish to consult 
the Primary Principal directly on matters related to: 
 

¶ Timetable or room issues 

¶ Broad issues involving the primary school 

¶ Behaviour or morale, communication and 
information related to the operation of the 
school 

¶ School communication 

¶ Discipline 

¶ Curriculum and programme coordination 

¶ Reporting on student performance 

¶ School trips or events 

¶ Primary school facilities 

 
Administration ï Head of Administrative 
Operations 
 
If parents have questions related to accounts and 
finances ï school fee issues, payments, refunds 
etc, they may contact the Head of Administrative  
Operations, Mrs. Vidya Niyangoda. 
 
Administration ï Head of School 
 
If more information is required or the concern 
remains unresolved, parents may wish to contact 
the Head of School, Ms. Areta Williams, with the 
knowledge of the Principal. 
 
In addition to the above, parents may wish to 
consult the Head of School directly on matters 
related to: 
 

¶ Community/school communication and 

relations 

¶ Whole-school issues such as security and 

application of school policies  

¶ Strategic planning 

¶ Financial policy and oversight 



¶ Long-term planning, including development of 

facilities and the school environment 
 
Student Withdrawal 
 
If parents are planning to withdraw their child(ren) 
from OSC, please contact Mrs. Anne Karunaratne in 
the Primary School Office. 
 
The office will arrange: 
 

¶ An official OSC leaving certificate 

¶ Copies of OSC reports 

¶ Withdrawal forms 

 
Students must follow the procedure below in order to 
acquire the above-mentioned documentation. 
 
1. At least two weeks prior to withdrawal, 
 parents should inform the Primary School 
 Office, Mrs. Anne, that their son/daughter is 
 withdrawing from school, specifying the last 
 day of school. 
 
2. The student should pick up a Withdrawal 
 Form from the Primary Office. 
 
3. The Withdrawal Form needs to be filled in, 
 signed by the parent and returned to the 
 Primary Office. 
 
4. All outstanding library books need to be 
 returned to the library. 
 
5. The Withdrawal Form will be signed by the 
 class teacher and the librarian and will be 
 turned in to the Business Office in order for 
 the refundable deposit to be released. 
 
If a student requires assistance with admissions 
testing for another school, parents may contact the 
Primary Principal to make these arrangements. If a 
student requires references / recommendations for a 
new school, please contact Mrs. Anne in the Primary 
Office and she will facilitate this with the class 
teacher and Primary Principal. Please allow for 10 
working days for these to be completed.  
 

Page 6  NEWSLETTER 

Important Notices: 
 

¶ February 14th   -  Valentine POYA (No School) 

 

¶ February 20th - Intôl Mother Language Reading 

Day (Note the Date Change) 
 

¶ Feb 21st ï 23rd  - TISSL Athletics Event (30 

Primary students competing)  
 

¶ February 25th  - Intro. to the PYP parent 

workshop; 7:45 PMPR 
 
 
Have a wonderful long weekend. 
 
 
Regards, 
 
Jason Grandbois 
Primary School Principal 
jgrandbois@osc.lk 



 

UPCOMING EVENTS/MEETINGS..  

12 February - DP1 & DP2 University Night  
   7.00 p.m. SMPR 
13 February  - Primary Talent Show 
14 February - Poya Day 
18 February  - PTA Executive Meeting -  
   7.45 a.m. 
19 February - DP1 & DP2 Drama Scene  
   Night 
*20 February  - DP2 IPP Presentations 
   WWW Exhibition 
   Primary School Mother  
   Language Reading - 8.30am 
21 February - International Mother  
   Language Day 
22 February - SGA:OSCars-6.00-9.00p.m. 
   COMUN Practice Debate 
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GALA CONCERT DVDs/PHOTO CDs 
 

DVDs of the Gala Concert (Rs.500) and photo CDs 

(Rs.300) are available now to purchase, either from 

the Business office or direct from Mrs Duncan in 

the Music Room. Your sons/daughters can also 

purchase them during school time. A 

wonderful way to remember a fabulous 

musical night! Buy yours today! 

25 February  - Parent Workshop - 
   Introduction to PYP 
   for new parents-7.45 a.m. 
   PMPR 
26 February - Introduction to the IB  
   Diploma Programme for  
   MYP/Grade 10 Parents 
28 Feb to 2 March - Colombo Model United  
   Nations 2014 

*Changes/additions to calendar 
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