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Issue 19 - SY 2013-14 

24 January 2014 

ñThe Overseas School of 
Colombo, an IB World 
School, is committed to 
guiding our global 
community toward 
international and 
intercultural 
understanding.  

OSC develops the whole 
person as a responsible 
learner, striving for 
personal excellence 

within a culturally diverse 

environment. ò 

 

A  
Holistic  
Education  
for Global  
Success 

Head of School 

 
 

We have had a lovely Book Week this week!  Thanks to the organizers, students, 
teachers and parents for all that you did to make the week a success!  I love to see 
the importance that is placed on reading, and to see all of our students embrace 
the idea. Thanks also to my granddaughter, Violet for encouraging me to read a 
Harry Potter book, which I have been doing this weeké 
 
Our secondary students are about to launch their Week Without Walls trips on 
Monday.  These will be a series of very exciting forays out into various sites in Sri 
Lanka.  We wish them all the best of luck and will very much look forward to 
hearing tales of adventure when they return.  While our Grades 6 ï 11 students are 
out and about, Grade 12 students will be engaged in trial exams. Good luck, 
seniors! 
 
We finally were able to get a quorum together for our annual AGM on Saturday.  At 
this meeting, we presented the chairôs report, the Head of Schoolôs report, and the 
auditorôs report for approval. The following Board members were re-elected for the 
coming year: Ms Sajeda Akbarally, Mr Colin Nelson, Ms Fazna Ahmed, Mr Rick 
DeRousse, Mr Adam Sack, Mr Colin Pawley and Mr William Weinstein. 
 
We are almost finished recruiting teachers for the coming year to replace the 7 
who are leaving.  We have had a fair amount of interest in OSC from candidates all 
over the world and am confident that we will find suitable people.  Those who are 
leaving are:  Ann Hudson, Nirmalee Perera, Colin Powell and Jenny Wong-Powell, 
Ya Yun Su, Ethel Wolfe and Lilani Ranasinghe.    
 
 



Page 2  NEWSLETTER 

The incoming Head of School, Mr. Phil Joslin, will come to Colombo in March for transition meetings with 
us.  Parents will have the opportunity to meet him during the week of March 17.  We will publish his timetable 
when it is finalized.   
 
Have a great weekend, everyone! 
 
 
 
Areta Williams 
Head of School 
awilliams@osc.lk 

 

Savindi Jayasuriya 
Nationality: Sri Lankan 

Grade 6 

  

Dear OSC Community, 

  

Grade 5 welcomes you to join us for OSC's celebration of  

Sri Lanka's 66th Independence Day  

on Monday, February 3rd 2014.   

Come and witness many performances by students and  

staff members.   

Please join us in the gym at 7.40 am.  



Next week all OSC secondary students will be participating in the annual Week Without Walls programme 
that extends learning beyond the traditional classroom into our host nation of Sri Lanka. For students and 
teachers alike, the Week Without Walls programmes offers an exciting opportunity for experiential learning 
tied to curriculum goals. The goals of the WWW programme are the following: 
 

¶ Fulfill mission statement of developing the whole person within a safe environment. 

¶ Expose students to our host country Sri Lankaôs culture and environment. 

¶ Enable opportunities for service learning and outdoor education. 

¶ Support and strengthen existing secondary curriculum (including the CAS programme) for the 
benefit of student learning.  

 
We are planning a WWW Exhibition, which has been rescheduled for Thursday February 20th (note that 
this is a change from the previously reported date). The exhibition will feature images, narratives, personal 
journals, websites, props and more from the various learning experiences. It will run from 2:00-3:30 and is 
open to the whole OSC community. Be sure to put this on your calendars. 
 
 
Ian Lockwood 
Environmental Systems 
& Societies Teacher 
 

Secondary School  
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Primary School Principal 

After school Activities 
 
We had a great week to kick off the after school 
activities. Please remember that students have 
two weeks to make any changes to their activity 
selections, after which time changes will not be 
allowed.  
 
Important Notices: 
 
§ January 28th   - PYP Workshop (Assessment  
          & Reporting 7:45 PMPR) 
§ February 3rd   - National Day Assembly ï 7:45  
                               Gymnasium 
§ February 4th   -  Mercantile Holiday (NO  
                                SCHOOL) 
§ February 7th   -  Primary Swim Gala   
 
Have a wonderful weekend. 
 
Regards, 
 
Jason Grandbois 
Primary School Principal 
jgrandbois@osc.lk 

Book Week 
 
I would like to thank all those involved in promoting and 
supporting our activities for book week. Each day was 
full of events for the students and I feel we were 
successful at illustrating the importance of reading and 
literature. A special thanks to the families who 
demonstrated some ñrisk-takingò and put on a skit or 
little performance for all of us to enjoy.  
 
Dress Code Reminder 
 
As the temperature starts to rise and the humidity 
increases, we tend to see students venturing further 
away from our dress code. At this point I would like to 
remind you of our dress code and ask for your support 
at home and reinforce this with your children.  
 
The purpose of the OSC dress code is to ensure our 
students are dressed modestly, in a manner that 
promotes a healthy work environment, respectful of the 
various cultures we represent, and in a way that does 
not distract from teaching and learning. 
 
We ask that students wear clothing that: 
 

ü is comfortable 

ü is not immodest or revealing 

ü does not display rude words or disrespectful 
messages or symbols 

ü shirts must cover the shoulders ï tank tops or 
sundresses are not permitted (both primary and 
secondary) 

ü underwear must not be visible, either bra straps or 
underpants 

ü clothing should be whole ï torn holes in clothing are 

not permitted 

ü shoes or sandals are permitted;  rubber flip flops 
should not be worn 

ü shorts or skirts should be as long as the tips of 
fingers (both primary and secondary) 

ü primary children must wear hats when playing 

outdoors 
 
Dress code will be in force any time the student is on 
campus for an activity, including weekends, and for all 
school field trips. Thanks for your support. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/MEETINGS..  

25 January - SAT 
27-31 January - Week Without Walls 
   DP2 Trial Exams 
28 January - PYP Parent Workshop  
                                    ñAssessment & Reporting in  
                                     PYPò - 7.45 a.m.  PMPR 
3 February - National Day Assembly - 7.40 a.m. 
4 February - Holiday - National Day of Sri Lanka 
6 February - MYP Parent Workshop - 7.45 a.m. 
7 February - Primary Swim Gala 
12 February - DP1 & DP2 University Night 7.00 p.m. 
   SMPR 
13 February  - Primary Talent Show 
14 February - Poya Day 
18 February  - PTA Executive Meeting - 7.45 a.m. 
19 February - DP1 & DP2 Drama Scene Night 
20 February  - DP2 IPP Presentations 
   WWW Exhibition  

PRIMARY SWIM GALA  
  
The Primary School swim gala will take place on Friday 7th February. 
 
This is a chance for you to come and watch your children in the pool and see how 
much progress they have made so far this year. The emphasis of the gala is on 
participation and fun, with a competitive Inter-House element for Grades 1-5. 
  
Times are: 
  
Grades 1 and 2:              7.45am-9.15am 
Pre-school and Kindergarten:  9.45am-11.15am 
Grades 3, 4 and 5:                 12.15-2.30pm 

  
 
Snacks, drinks and ice lollies will be on sale at break and lunch times so donôt forget 
to send your child with some money. 
 
We hope to see you there! 
 
Sue Turner 
PE Teacher 
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