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Issue 10 - SY 2013-14 

25 October 2013 

ñThe Overseas School of 
Colombo, an IB World 
School, is committed to 
guiding our global 
community toward 
international and 
intercultural 
understanding.  

OSC develops the whole 
person as a responsible 
learner, striving for 
personal excellence 

within a culturally diverse 

environment. ò 

 

A  
Holistic  
Education  
for Global  
Success 

Acting Head of School 

 
 

Sports and Music 
 
This week has been highlighted by the amazing rise of the OSC Geckos Football 
team to heights once only dreamed about but now commonly seen on the soccer 
pitch. The team has amazed and inspired the OSC community all week. The 
support from the students and parents has also helped inspire the team as well. 
Nothing succeeds like success. Go geckos. 
 
On another front, the primary marches closer to the opening of the fall production 
of Hansel and Gretel next week. The director and cast have been working since 
August to learn lines, melodies, and choreography. Practices look great and the 
actors and crew are well prepared to entertain all on Thursday and Friday night. It 
is certainly the expectation, that a great night will be had by all. 
 
Along these lines, it was very interesting that two articles were circulating in the 
school this week that addressed the issues of sports and music as great 
contributors to life long success for students. One article indicates that girls who 
were more physically active at age 11 did better at school as teenagers, a study 
finds.  
 
http://www.npr.org/blogs/health/2013/10/22/239692851/want-your-daughter-to-be-a
-science-whiz-soccer-might-help?sc=17&f=1001 
 
"There's certainly an association between more physical activity and better 
academic achievement," "If parents can get their children to meet that goal of 60 
minutes a day, it's going to be beneficial for a range of factors.,ò according to Jessy 

http://www.npr.org/blogs/health/2013/10/22/239692851/want-your-daughter-to-be-a-science-whiz-soccer-might-help?sc=17&f=1001
http://www.npr.org/blogs/health/2013/10/22/239692851/want-your-daughter-to-be-a-science-whiz-soccer-might-help?sc=17&f=1001
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Important Test Dates for Grade 12 Students 
 
SAT ï  last day to register for the December exam is November 8th.  The exam is December 7th.  You must go 
to http://sat.collegeboard.org/register/sat-international-dates  to register.  If you are applying to university, do 
not wait until the January exam date as the results will be too late for admission consideration. 
 
TOEFL ï Many universities are requiring the TOEFL exam for admission from international students.  Below 
are the test dates for the exam in Colombo.  
 
Sunday, Nov 24, 2013 
Saturday, Dec 07, 2013 
Sunday, Dec 15, 2013 
Saturday, Dec 21, 2013 
 
You must go to the following website to register:  http://www.ets.org/bin/getprogram.cgi?test=toefl  Do not wait 
to register.  You  should take this exam by December15th as the results take several weeks to receive.  Last 
year a student was denied admission due to late arrival of test scores. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Rosanne Noble 
School Counsellor 
 

Booth, a lecturer in developmental psychology at the University of Dundee and lead author of the study. 
 
In another study, a strong argument is made that music is very beneficial to school and life success for 
students. 
 
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/13/opinion/sunday/is-music-the-key-to-success.html 
 
ñMultiple studies link music study to academic achievement. But what is it about serious music training that 
seems to correlate with outsize success in other fields? 
 
In almost every profession, one finds individuals with strong musical backgrounds, it seems.  For many of the 
high achievers music functions as a ñhidden language,ò one that enhances the ability to connect disparate or 
even contradictory ideas.ò 
 
I believe, that the experience that our high school athletes are having in soccer and that our primary students 
are engaged with in the musical are very important events that will not only provide lasting memories but 
could well be cornerstones of strong ingredients for future life success. I am very appreciative that OSC is 
engaged in following itôs mission of  developing the ñwholeò student. 
 
Many schools around the world are finding it harder and harder to afford the expenses and time associated 
with sports and the arts. Research now clearly points out that these pursuits are not only enjoyable, but 
invaluable in terms of future success. We are very fortunate at OSC to put a high priority on these areas, 
expanding our athletics and SAISA involvement, as well as, enlarging our visual arts and drama in the arts 
programme with the wonderful addition of music. These pursuits will be appreciated by our students far 
beyond their school days. 
 
Have a great weekend, 
 
Dr Samuel Liberto 
Technology Coordinator 
Assistant Principal Secondary 
 

http://sat.collegeboard.org/register/sat-international-dates
http://www.ets.org/bin/getprogram.cgi?test=toefl
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/13/opinion/sunday/is-music-the-key-to-success.html


 

Samsudeen Jainul  
Abdeen 
Nationality: Sri Lankan 

Grade 10/1 

Faiz Ansar 
Nationality: Pakistani 

Grade 6/1 

Saya Goddard 
Nationality: British/Mauritius 

Grade 3/S 

UPCOMING EVENTS/MEETINGS..  
 

24-30 October - NESA Fall Leadership Conference,  
   Kathmandu 
31 Oct - 1 Nov - Primary Production 
2 November - SAT 
4 November - MYP Parent Workshop on MAP  
   Testing Data  
5 November - PYP Parent Workshop ñMath in PYPò 
-    7.45 a.m. PMPR 
5-8 November - School Photographs 
6 November - PTA Coffee with Content - 6.00 p.m. 
9-17 November- School Vacation 
11 November - Governance Committee Meeting 
   - 5.00 p.m. 
21 November - PTA Executive Meeting - 7.45 a.m. 
25 November - Finance Meeting - 5.00 p.m. 
28-29 November- Middle School Production  
   - Grades 6-8 

*Changes/Additions to Calendar 

Page 3  NEWSLETTER 

 

 
 

OCS Pool Opening Times 2013/4 
 
Monday               7.30am - 4.15pm  
Tuesday              7.30am - 5.00pm 
Wednesday         7.15am - 4.30pm 
Thursday             7.30am - 5.00pm 
Friday                  7.30am - 4.30pm 
Saturday             10.00am - 4.30pm 
Sunday               10.00am - 4.30pm 
 
The pool is unavailable at the following times due to Gecko swim training and service activities: 
 
Monday               3.00 - 4.30pm 
Wednesday         3.00 - 4.30pm      
Thursday             3.00 - 4.30pm 
 
 
Steve Turner 
Head of Physical Education 



 Primary School Principal 
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The Learner Profile, Open-Minded 
 
For the next month we will be emphasizing the Learner Profile, Open-Minded. An Open-Minded student 
knows that all people are different. They listen to the points of view of others and consider many possibilities 
before making a decision. They celebrate the differences that make all people unique. 
 
How can parents help to develop this Open-Minded trait at home? 
 

¶ Encourage your child to try new things ï new foods, new games and new activities. 

¶ Expose your child to different festivals, celebrations and traditions and be sure to present them in a 
non-judgmental way. 

¶ Encourage your child to really listen to others when they speak. 

¶ Introduce literature about many different cultures into your home library. Be sure that it is appropriate 

and reflects the culture in an appropriate way. 

¶ Reflect on their experiences from school and home. How were they Open-Minded during? What did 

they learn about other countries or cultures that they didnôt know before? 

¶ When you observe your child being Open-Minded, reinforce this positive behaviour and use the PYP 

student profile terminology. 
 

After School Activities 
 
After School Activities started this week. As a reminder, primary activities run on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays with the following times:  
 

KG - Gr. 1  1:45 ï 2:30 
Gr. 2 - Gr. 5   2:45 ï 3:30 
 

Please note finishing times and plan for your childôs pick up accordingly. Also remember that after the first two 
weeks of activities, changes cannot be made. Encourage your children to choose activities of high interest. 

 
Next Primary Assembly: Wednesday November 6th   

 
Important Notices: 

¶ Oct 31st & Nov 1st  - Primary Production ñHansel & Gretelò 

¶ Nov 5th   - Math in the PYP parent workshop ï 7:45 in PMPR 

¶ Nov 5th ï 8th  - School Photographs (details to follow) 

¶ Nov 11th
 ï 15

th
  - SCHOOL HOLIDAY 

 
Enjoy the weekend. 
 
Regards, 
 
Jason Grandbois 
Primary School Principal 
jgrandbois@osc.lk 



Primary Production  
(Thursday 31 st  October & Friday 1 st  November)  

 

Hansel and Gretel TICKETS AND T - SHIRTS ARE ON SALE and can be purchased from the 

Business Office  

Prices:  

Tickets ð Rs500 and T - Shirts ð Rs700 
 

*Please note that the t -shirts come in the following sizes:  

       Childrenõs ð Small, medium and large    Adults - Large  
 

                 We will be running through the first half and second half of  

the production on  Monday 28 th  and Tuesday 29 th  October, in the morning. We will then have full 

dress rehearsals on Wednesday 30 th  and Thursday 31 st  October.  
 

Final performances     

Thursday 31 st  October and  

Friday 1 st  November at  

6:30pm in the OSC auditorium.  

Estimated finish time is 8pm.  
 

Refreshments and light snacks will be available before the show in the lobby  

    of the auditorium, for parents and guests to enjoy.  

These will be on sale from 5:30pm to 6:30pm.  

      The performance will begin at 6:30pm and there will be a short interval to allow time for the 

grade 5 crew to swap over, but no refreshments will be served during this time.  

The doors of the auditorium will be locked until 10 minutes before the  

performance to allow everyone a chance to get a good seat.  

 

   Please volunteer to help your child's/childrenõs class get ready for Hansel and Gretel and enjoy the 

pre-show excitement with them all.  
 

1 week to go!  
                       Heidi Dean (Performing Arts)  

hdean@osc.lk           

Hansel and Gretel 
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