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Steve Silberman on autism and 0O
A Q&A with an author about neurodiversity: the radically humane idea
t hat people process the world in

with that

di f

Emma Teitel
August 25, 2015
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Q: What is the neurodiversity movement and how can it improve the

lives of autistic people?
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for autistic adults. Neurodiversity is a way of 1 ook
into account the fact that these conditions can conyv
better than neurotypi dslucphdeapkeet angcélrawbsni hhivhgsal
of memory tasks. We discovered these conditions thro
But neurodiversity is a way of | ooking at these cond
[ see] the virtues of these different kinds of minds.
ali ke And society is stronger if we can draw on the
word neurodiversity to do for the autisticfiGommenihtoyp
power ful, 06 or what the gay | i ber atiiGoany [inso vgeonoedn to dsiod |t
di fferent kinds of minds could take pride in themsel
as isolated patients in clinics with a characteristi

Q: In your book, you mention that while society has made many accommodations for people
with physical disabilities, it has failed to make accommodations for people with cognitive
disabilities. What would accommodations for the autistic community look like?
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: What kinds of accommodations can be made outside a specialized environment like
utreat?
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Q. What is the major barrier to this change?
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Q: The anti-vaccination movement in North America is often labelled in the press as
dangerously ignorant and stupid. Reading your book, however, | got the impression that a lot
of parents with autistic kids who joined the anti -vaccine movement did so out of sheer
desperation and a lack of accurate information. Do you feel some of these parents are
unfairly characterized?

A:Absol utely. I completely understand why parents ar
autism typically beco[melse naptplragiernt k wds pedrraata]ge dglet t i ng
rounds of wvaccinations. Al so, theydbve been told the
government officials and | azy journalists to cover
vaccines. I think parcessts amwme umealilsy ahdr avhat 6s happ
because they were never given an adequate explanati c
about what happened in the radicalardpdad8sonTbat t e
been told in a way that was simple and human, by peo
Q: You have spent a lot of time with autistic people, researching your book. Does the world

feel different to you now?

A:Yes. For one thing, I have | earned not to assume t
way to be. For instance, when | was at that autistic
i mpress each other. They werdevhvermy ifsr alrelscab dbwetd howtith
a Adeficit of ironyo or an fAinability to appreciate
around people who are telling the truth and not tr
refreshing. When | came out of Autreaeryoneowadsesar
di srespectful of each otherodés space, and keenly inve
for a l|little while gave me a vantage point from whic
t wo separate sets of eyes, which is great

Phil Joslin [958 {

UPCOMI-NG MEETI NGS/

5 DecemblesrAT 7.30 %\wm.
j o
*8 DecemiPerP "Parent Wor k

SCHOOL OFFI|CES i n the-PRANPRO
*Post pon|&SICNt ®pen Meeti nig
LEASE NOTE THAT g glanuary

CHOOL OFFI CES WI [®Lbecembemla Concert DfesSORpMEars
E CLOSED ON |[MONDAY el AU CER P U
1

S t AND TUESDAY Zlﬁ nD&cethearia Ce/hw;dairttorilgwgq?).

12 DecemA&CT TesSEMPRy 7. 30 m.
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Secondary School Principal

't is an exciting time of year as we celebrate stude
and get geared up for the Gala Concert which wil!l h e
on each week including sports events, service activi
service projects, written by a student:
SOS VI LLAGEHNIi MoéSISlavosctd amdvédf ®FP 30S Village Se
On '2Movember 2016 we went to
the kids. When we arrived th
tell whet her they or us wer
director introduced us to th
over t he worl d, whi ch i s b
at mosphere as well as treat.i
of a group. The children ar
people of mixed genders and
take care of t hem, hel p them
their respective houses.
The campus
open, it a
child atte
the commun
14 and then
they are stildl
girl s, however
center as well h
the wall to make it more homel y.
' Then we played with the kids with
‘the money we collected with our mi

ds were very excited and their energy was COl
asketball. I was an amazing moment

b t o]
m, which in turn meant a great deal to us al so. W
k t m nt wi t h

O many mor e hem.

i

the future we pl a
Y, so | hope it wi
y

Happy December!

Eil een Nieder mann
Secondary School Princ
eniedermann@osc. | k
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School Principal
Toni gRti day, Dédtleanbter Nidght to see the APrhiemawiyz ab rdd gouf @ 1
few tickets | eft. Show starts at 6:30pm sharp!

Learner TPmagfuiilrer

As we venture into the | ast few weeks of school , W €
students and the OSC community. For the remainder of
Students who are | NQUI RERS are curious about the wor
|l ove | earning and discovering new things and wil/l ca
How can parents help to develop students who are 1 ngq
P Encourage areas of your childds interest by wvi
explore these topics.
P Devel op an understanding of the Internet. Wo r k
being used and try to instill the understanding
P Model being an inquirer. Admit when you donoét Kk
seek out answers in front of your <chil d.
Teaching students to be inquirers is fundament al t o
the more I|ikely students will have a go at themsel ve
Movi nge?
I't is that natur al time of year when families may un
end of this semester, pl ease inform the Primary Offi
the necessary materials in advance 't i s also i mpor
children who wild/l be going through a transition. Oft
knowing that a move is happening.
Math in tKNEWPYRTE)
Don6t forget to join us in the PMPR for our Math 1in
Dat e:Decemb'dr 8
Ti me:7: 45am
Pl aceRPri mary Multipurpose Room (PMPR) above the can

Primaryo6s HoHdy e alhd Gooviedddl yes day, December 16th at 7:45a

| mportant Notices:

9 Decembér 8 -Parent Wor kshop AMath in the PYPO,;
9 Decembtr 16 -Holiday/ Good Bye Assembly; 7:45 PMP]
9 Decembtr 18 -Last day of terim;2:EaQdmg Di smissal
Have a great weekend.
Regards,
Jason Grandboi s
i nci pal

Primary School P
I

r
jgrandboi s @osc. k
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| NTHROUSE | NVAS|
GAMES COMPETI [T

Wednesd®Dec®miver will be hav
| nt-Bouse I nvasi on Games ccoO
Gr adebks. 2

Peri od 1: Grade 4 and
Peri od 2: Grade 2 and

ALL CHI LDREN WILL BE P|LA

Parents are i nvited to cc

Pl ease remember to send your
t he day.

Hope to see you all

| mportant message from the |LI

Pl ease return alHfr iydodue d&blr éarf yry dgbooi knsge b
out of Sri Lanka for the vacalfanid8" you
December.
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GALA CONCERT 2015

TICKETS NEARLY BEING SOLD OUT, SO HURH
AND BUY THEM QUICKLY

Gala Cthoesdawj | Débembev dh6 i
have deNUMBRHREIDC kseetld t hi s
seats that you want
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a full house again:
am | ooking forward to seei
Music here at OSC.
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THE OVERSEAS SCHOOL OF COLOMBO PRESENTS

An evening of wonderful performances, from classical to jazz to popular,
showcasing the best musical talent from OSC

Thursday, 10th December, 7.00pm in the Auditorium |  Tickets RS. 650/~ ineise troer buttet imcepto

lickets avallable at the OSC Business Oitice and ot the Entrance
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BECHO ATRLENES NEWS

n 2 is wel/l u er way and teams are pract.i
ing SAI SA tour ments at the beginning of Fe
ew weeks against | ocal opposition. These ¢
ions such as those they will experience at t
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Senior boys hgj
nst a select a
way Coll ege.
ish School on
El'i zabeth
ni ng.
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in a strong pee¢cr2f.orTrhaen ckeo ytso woeeraet iGatgeovad) Hpi
found | ined up in the gym office drawing on mou
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y the badminton team hosted Colombo I nternat
ool pl ayed singles, doubles and mixed doubl e
successful afternoon withlGhonAubisgjuBankny
ming to play.
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Wednesday saw the middle school boys entertaiasi@eaet e
t eams. Both teams put on a great perfor MMammna ftdhre tULe&
a close-5gaméha’dk you to Gateway College for coming t
break.

Upcomi ng games

Sat ur 'diaejc &mberUl19 Boysd Football vest EOSGabeth Moir
MonddpetemberUl13 & 15 Boysd Foot batl IOS® (E3.i ZGpme)t h Mo
MonddPpetemberSeni or Badmi nton vs atadd8a t(o3. 0Akpand)e my
Tuesd%DgecSemberUlQ Girlsd Basketbaldt vBS@Br(ix.isthpng)c hool
WednesdBgcO&mb@®ri mary Football vs Fddecaduwertshe MoZd.rl5pm)
Fridapetémber Pri mary Football vs atri@3G h( 2.czhlpom)
Fridapetémber U19 Boysodé Football vast BOSQ i(sth. 3S0cphm)o |
Things to Look out for

Senior football, badminton and basketball teams wil!/|
with the details and cost of the trip. Pl ease respor
considered to travel with the respective team.
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Badminton players are currently completing TISSL app

P A completed Tl SSL Application for m,

P 3 recently taken passport sized photographs

P A copy of the photo page of their passport

P Their passport (we wil!.l keep this for maxi mum 1
Students who signed up to try out for this yearés | S
form by adamb &r .
All training times and information is posted on Mana
on a regular basi s
Steve Turner
HOD PE/ Athletics Director

RECYCLI NG PROJECT

WHATPI| eas el lepalinansgt | cwintihl kc & pu
WHEREPri mary French Cljlas
WHY?Bui |l d an i1 gloo and | ea

Ge't a cWladc®4® oml Canadi fan
for every Dbottl e ylou

Good |l uck Mme Pl ant e




School Community Net

FL v

AToget her we build a
community to enrich
education

CHANGE OF DATE OF SCN O

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE SCN OPEN MEE
TUESDAY 8TH DECEMBER HAS BEEN

TUESDAYTH JANUARY 2016 AT 7.



mailto:ptatreasurer@osc.lk
mailto:ptasecondarysupport@osc.lk
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SRR A, P, Ly SR T Wednesday 9th December
We wi | | be having a standard pmicepé@yaatérm@@é}sa TOeyy aceE
follows: Corn & pepper rice
Smal | portion (Fe-r-----p-RBmﬁBQ/stuien |(r:]ken ba:<edtW|th L4 s s
This includes a main dish [/ a il % ?/%g%[fn%b?te %Ilsh optic
one portion of meat or fish 1 !
i Roast Whole potato
Large portion (For-——-sRBsofB0Aafy stﬂ de@Gaspot & apple sl aw with
This includes a main dish / ayYyail able Vegetable dish optic
one portion of meat or fi sh.
Desserts |/ Drinks / Soups [/ Yaéghurt will be priced bet weer
TRs 100 Thursday 10th December
Sal ad Bar T Wraps (we wild|l be having :
the fallowing options)
Each day we offer 8 different |vegePabdHiec kogrt itoenrsi ywahkeir e/ s huic
can choose between getting a gal ad ogeas esmdrdbomvriaggd chi cke
P vegetarian :
Fresh cut fruit [/ fruit salad]|]/ yoph-luljr{aSW|rls wi | | be ave
dggn P Chesses and Vegetabl e
Frutty Fro Yo will be availablld BaKkeAgPPhetenWtkhpFBERSEN
corn will be sold after schooll 1f Mobmedhpa!l wdekCanhwatdspi ne:
salad | eaves )
T Butter Rice with corn
T Fresh Fruits ( Minimum of
T Pizza ( Margarita, Chickerl
Monday 7th December
T Yellow rice with Corn & Green peas
1T Chicken Stroganof f A
1 Boiled Egg Friday 11th December
T Cheese potatoes Burger :
1 Boiled vegetables with herbs £ .
Tl Sxihsarasnie . ailide | oAt | Gr!IIed Ch-iRsk elIn5Opatty
f Lasagna (Chic ) f Grilled BeeRspaboy
f Veget-abit-e-—-—-Rs 100
Heal t hy Ger man Sausage ( No .
Tuesday 8th December or flavors) with Bun
) _ T 50 Gr i | {-eRls Sla5u0s/a=g e
I Garlic Rice
f Pasta Napolitano - ‘
g O L7 f Baked Past aiRsgxd@/ri an
1 Stir fried Boneless Chickenl sBaked RptasiRay 1 gQ
19 Vegetable moussaka f Fresh p o t-atRos flr2i0e s
! Bokhoy & mushroom with sesafneveget abl-e-—--Rsl 8d
f Caesar Sal ad f Baked Past a
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Adorabl e Dog Seeking New
Ho me

I am a female dog |l ookiMyg for a new | ovi
name is Chilly and | was born on 20 Febr
am neutralized and have had all my vacci
rabies. As a dog, I am |l oyal, l ovabl e,
wel | behaved. I am a good watchdog and
before | eat . [ l ove feet, dairy produc
bl ood) , morning wal ks, a good cuddl e an
ti me treat I am not so fond of other d
and playing with my toys. My Dani sh f ami
perately |l ooking for a new lovely family
c ome tWi bceoknet aMutn kmyo nmoOn¥ 77385145
ceecececééeeceeceececeeeeceececeeeeeéeee.

| D iABAplelLrAiBelnEc ed | i ve out maid availabl e.

tte 0774835700
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