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VISION

The Overseas School
of Colombo shall be a
model of excellence
in education,
nurturing and
empowering our
community of
learners to achieve
global success.

MISSION

"The Overseas
School of Colombo,
an IB World School,
is committed to
guiding our global
community toward
international and
intercultural
understanding.
OSC develops the
whole person as a
responsible learner,
striving for personal
excellence within a
culturally diverse
environment. "

Head’s Corner.....

| came across this edited transcript of an interview with one of my favourite
education thinkers and writers, Sir Ken Robinson, and decided to share it with you
for this week’s Head’s Corner reading. Robinson’s initial point about the difference
in learning and education is an interesting way of thinking about what we do in
schools and | found his follow up in terms of how we can now personalize
education to a far greater extent thanks to the use of technology in schools to be
thought provoking.

Sir Ken Robinson Opens Up about Learning and
Personalized Education

by Pinkus, Ari

Category: Reimagining Education | Learning | Education Technology

Editor’s note: I interviewed Sir Ken Robinson by phone shortly after the release of his new
book, Creative Schools: The Grassroots Movement That’s Transforming Education. In it,
he highlights solutions to the most pressing, intractable challenges in education.

In this edited transcript, Robinson addresses how children learn, the need for
personalized education, and why it’s now possible to develop personalized education on a
broader scale. Read and listen to some of Robinson’s thoughts here, and look for more of
our interview in the Winter 2016 issue of Independent School magazine.

On How Children Learn

Ari Pinkus: “I want to talk about learning. How can we harness the way children learn in
their early years to create a better learning environment for youth?”

Sir Ken Robinson: “One of the things I say in the book is, well, firstly there is a big
difference between education and learning. The difference is that learning, as I see it, is a
process of acquiring new skills and knowledge. And we do that naturally and voraciously
from the moment we’re born. The example I give is children learning to speak, which is a
remarkable achievement, when you consider what’s involved and ... the very plasticity of
the brain, which allows children to adapt to all sorts of different language environments
from the moment they’re born.... There doesn’t come a point where you sit your child
down at the age of 18 months and say, ‘Look, we need to talk.” Or as I say in the book, or
rather, “You do. And this is how it works.’

“You don’t formally instruct children to speak. You wouldn’t have the time and they
wouldn’t have the patience. It’s far too complicated. They absorb it. There are all kinds of
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things that we learn to do that we couldn’t be formally taught to do because they are too complicated inherently.

“The thing about education is that it’s intended to be a planned program of learning. The assumption in education
systems is that there are things that are too important for children to learn to leave to chance, that we want them all to
learn them, so we organize things so they will. Or there are things that are also too complicated to learn that they need
some help in formal instruction. Writing’s a bit like that. It’s actually quite a lot like that. Children don’t spontaneously
learn to write left to their own devices. They need to be helped because these are complicated cultural systems that have
accumulated over a very long period of time.

“So my argument is that in some respects the conditions that we create in schools for children to learn can hamper the
way they learn. Children often learn best collaboratively. They often learn best when they’re doing practical projects —
not ones which are anti-theoretical, but which see links between theory and practice.

“They, particularly young children, need time to play; they need time to exercise physically. They need to be encouraged
to follow their curiosity. They need to have their learning structured, of course, but it needs to be structured in ways that
will help them apply their natural talents and interests to what they’re trying to engage with. And increasingly in this test
-driven culture, we’re setting up systems of education, which are antipathetic to the natural processes of learning.

“Now I am by no means the first person to say this. Of course not. I say throughout the book that the ideas I'm
presenting aren’t in many cases original to me. I’m not claiming that. I’'m really trying to rehearse, revisit, review these
ideas, given their relevance to today’s education. I mean, for example, there are lots of proprietary systems in
kindergarten. Kindergarten itself originated as a natural process of learning. It uses this very metaphor of organic
growth. It’s a child garden. Maria Montessori, over 100 years ago, was developing systems which were more contoured
to children’s natural rhythms of learning. You see that in the work of Rudolf Steiner, Pestalozzi, all kinds of people.
Now, I’m not recommending any particular system in the book. I’'m simply saying that there’s long been a recognition
that children learn best in school when the rhythms of school match their natural appetites for learning, and encourage
them rather than confront them.”

On Why Personalized Education Is Necessary

Pinkus: “You spend quite a bit of time advocating for a deeply personalized approach to education. I’'m wondering if
you can explain in a little more detail what this approach looks like.”

Robinson: “Well, one of the ways I describe the aims of education is that education overall should help children
understand the talents inside them as well as the world around them so they become active and compassionate citizens
and fulfilled individuals. It’s seems to me axiomatic this — that we all live not just in one world; we live in two worlds.
We live in a world that was there before we came into it. It’s a world of other people, of objects, events, and
circumstances, the material world, the social world. It was there before you got here, and it will be there when you’re
gone — all being well.

“But there’s a world that exists because you’re in it. It’s the world that came into being when you did. It’s a world of
your own feelings and emotions, the world of your private consciousness that only exists because you exist. And
education, in my view, has to address both these worlds equally and the relationships between them. Many of the
problems that we face in schools, particularly in high schools these days, of disengagement, of nongraduation, of
alienation, of hostility to education, originate because of our neglect of the child’s inner world, of the issues they bring
with them to school every day, of their need to connect with their own talents and interests. That’s why I’m saying that
education is not a mechanical process, it’s a human process....”

“...I don’t mean by personalized learning that students should only be left on their own to pursue their own interests, be
left largely to their own devices without any intervention from teachers.... I'm saying that there are things we need to
learn in common about the world around us, but we need to balance those with opportunities to explore our own
perception of them, our own take on them, and our own inner world of our talents and feelings.



“It’s why we need a balanced curriculum — not just the STEM disciplines, important as they are, but also one that
includes equally the arts, the humanities, and physical education because these are all ways in which we begin to
understand the world within us as well as the world around us.”

On Why It’s Now Possible to Carry Out Personalized Education More Widely

Pinkus: “You write in the book, ‘the great irony in the current malaise in education is that we know what works. We just
don’t do it on a wide enough scale.” What is unique about this time? Why are we now well positioned to carry out
personalized and engaged education more widely?”

Robinson: “Well, firstly, I think it’s absolutely vital that we do. I also say not just personalized but customized, by
which I mean customized to the area. I was talking this morning with people who have been involved in the
transformation of education in Cleveland, and what they’ve been trying to do over the past eight to 10 years is to
reorganize their education system to take into account the actual circumstances they face in that city. That’s been true in
Massachusetts. It’s been true with the A+ schools that you see across the Midwest. All schools that are trying genuinely
to meet the needs of the students within them have to take into account not only the students themselves and the
relationships to the teachers but the cultures they bring to school....

“...We do now have access to technological resources which are unprecedented. I don’t, by any means, see technology
as the whole answer to education, but it does provide some fantastic opportunities to personalize education in several
respects. One of them is that the tools we now have, properly understood, offer extraordinary opportunities for students
and teachers alike to access ideas, materials, historical, cultural from all around the planet. We’re no longer confined to
the resources of the classroom or the school library....

“Secondly, the tools themselves make available all kinds of practical opportunities for making things and for
collaborating ... there’s always been a relationship between technology and creativity, whether it’s a trumpet or a chisel
or a microscope.... So the digital technology we now have makes possible all kinds of practical, creative inquiries....

“But we can also — and some schools are doing this already — help to personalize the schedule in ways we couldn’t
before. If you have 1,000 kids in the school, and all you’ve got is a slide rule, and a pen, and a rubber, an eraser, it’s very
hard to plan an individualized curriculum for everybody that takes into account everybody else at the same time. It’s an
extraordinary complicated job of logistics. But with the technology we now have, it is perfectly feasible to give every
child their own curriculum or at least their own schedule....

“We do have these opportunities now and ... we couple them with the creative resources of teachers and schools and all
school principals I know who do want to create the very best environment for their kids to learn properly, for their
schools to become a vibrant part of the community. We have those tools. What we now need is the confidence and the
policies and the determination to develop them and to put them into practice.”

Phil Joslin
Head of School
pjoslin@osc.lk




__AGENDA FOR BOARD MEETING

DATE: THURSDAY 24 SEPTEMBER 2015
TIME: 5.00 P.M.
VENUE: RECEPTION MEETING ROOM

1.0 Adoption of Agenda
Board members are asked whether they have any other major items that they want to discuss at this
meeting (i.e. under the item Any Other Business). The Chair decides whether these items can be
accommodated at this meeting or need to be scheduled for a subsequent meeting.
2.0  Approval of Minutes of the Board Meeting of 21 May 2015
3.0 Matters Arising
4.0 Head of School’s Report
5.0 Reports - for information only
5.1 IB Diploma Report
5.2 University acceptances
5.3 Teacher entry survey
5.4 Parent exit survey #1 and #2
5.5  Admissions data
5.6 Brief report from primary counselling centre

6.0 Committee Reports:

6.1 Monthly Financial Statement
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Secondary School Principal

| would like to take this opportunity to let you know that | have started the process of looking for my next
professional opportunity. The Secondary Principal opening at OSC will soon be advertised and the
recruitment process will begin. Of course, | will be joined by my partner, Tim Getter (DP Coordinator) in this
next adventure so his position will also be advertised in time. Tim and | feel extraordinarily lucky to have been
part of the OSC community and to work at this gem of a school. At the same time, we feel it is a good moment
for our own professional growth and renewal to seek new challenges and contexts. For us this is a time of
mixed emotions — sadness about leaving friends, the OSC community and Sri Lanka as well as excitement
about what may lie ahead. How lucky we are to be able to count this community among our global family.

Standardized Academic Testing at OSC MAP (Measures of Academic Progress)

Over the next couple of weeks, students in Grades 6-10 will undergo our first session of MAP (Measures of
Academic Progress®) testing for this academic year. MAP tests are used to determine your child’s
instructional level and to measure academic growth throughout the school year, as well as from year to year,
in the areas of Reading and Mathematics. Your child will take each test on a computer, during a scheduled
time period in the morning, in their classroom.

MAP tests are unique in that they adapt to be appropriate for each child’s level of learning. As a result, every
student has the same opportunity to succeed and maintain a positive attitude toward testing. With MAP tests,
we can administer shorter tests (40-60 minutes) and use less class time while still receiving detailed, accurate
information about your child’s growth.

Once we complete the testing period and compile the results, parents will be emailed individual student
results in PDF format.

MAP tests focus on every child’s individual growth and achievement. Partnering to help all kids learn, parents
and teachers can have a profound positive effect on the lives of our children. In order to support your child
please help to ensure that they get a good night's rest and breakfast before their testing days. In addition,
please reinforce that this is a measure of their best effort and not an assessment for their math and language
class. We encourage focus and determination without stress or anxiety.

Below is the testing schedule for Secondary students starting on Monday. Students will be using their own
computers to take the test, so they need to be sure to have their computers fully charged and bring along their
power cables and chargers.

MAP TESTING SCHEDULE
Secondary

Block Monday 21 Sept. Tuesday 22 Sept. Thursday 24 Sept. Friday 25 Sept.
1 Gr. 6 Reading Gr. 10 Math
2 Gr. 9 Reading
3 Gr. 7 Reading Gr. 10 Reading Gr. 8 Reading

Block Monday 28 Sept. Tuesday 29 Sept. Thursday 1 October Friday 2 October
1 Gr. 6 Math
2 Gr. 9 Math Gr. 8 Math
3 Gr. 7 Math

Eileen Niedermann

Secondary School Principal




Primary School Principal

Afterschool Student Supervision

It is important that parents know what procedures are in place for afterschool supervision and pick-up so that
everyone knows “who to call” and “where to go” in the event of running late. Please make note of these
procedures and numbers for future reference:

1:30 Dismissal - Preschool, Kindergarten & All Students on Wednesdays
- Any student still awaiting pick-up by 1:50 is brought to the Primary Office and parents will be called
to confirm pick-up details
2:30 Dismissal - Kindergarten students finishing activities
- Any student still awaiting pick-up by 2:50 is brought to the Primary Office and parents will be called
to confirm pick-up details
2:40 Dismissal - Students with no activities in Grade 1 — Gr. 5
- Any student still awaiting pick-up by 3:00 is brought to the Primary Office and parents will be called
to confirm pick-up details
3:45 Dismissal - Students finishing activities
- Any student still awaiting pick-up by 4:00 is brought to the Primary Office and parents will be called
to confirm pick-up details (Jason or Gunilla will call home)
Missed Bus - Any Student
- Advise your child to report to the Primary Office and we will contact parents to confirm a new pick-
up plan

Primary Office Number: 011 278 4920 Ext. 207
In the event a parent is running late for pick-up, please call the Primary Office and we will inform your child,
who will be waiting at either the front porch or in the Primary Office, depending on the timings (see above).

Canteen Etiquette -Teaching Good Habits is a Collaborative Effort

We all want our children/students to display good habits, and this is a perfect opportunity whereby teachers
and parents can work in collaboration to achieve excellent results. The Primary School is reinforcing proper
behaviour and eating habits in the canteen, and we would love your support.

All students (except Preschool) eat in the canteen at break and lunch time, which is very enjoyable and great
for creating a community atmosphere. Students learn a variety of social skills in this type of setting and we
want them all to be positive. Here are a few simple habits that we will be encouraging in the canteen to make
this happen:

Remain seated while you are eating
Use “low volume” when speaking

Clean up your eating area when finished
Place all trash in the bins provided

Push in your chair before leaving

Line up quietly

SNRNENENENEN

Reinforcing and following 6 simple habits will make our eating area even more enjoyable and respectable for
all. Thanks for your support.

UN Day Performances: Parents - we need you!

This year's UN Day assembly is on October 9™. The purpose of our UN Day assemblyistob ui | d ¢ o mmu n
by sharingp er s o nal expressedithroagh the Arts. The organization and planning of this event is not

the sole responsibility of the class support parents. Acts do NOT have to be a whole class performance. It is
encouraged to have parent participation, along with mixing students across grade levels. Performances can



be solos, small group dances, singing, a display of martial arts, etc. As a result, the whole student body will
not be involved in the assembly... and that is perfectly fine. Performances should originate from a “passion” to
share a cultural piece...not from the feeling of pressure or obligation. Here are some examples that may help
generate ideas:

Y An Indian parent puts together a cultural Indian dance with a group of kids from different grade
levels

Y A North American parent teaches students the square dance

Y A Japanese parent demonstrates a karate “dance” with their child — both perform

Y A group of Sri Lankan parents teach Sri Lankan children a cultural dance with music and
drumming — both parents and students participate

We encourage ALL parents to participate and get involved. If you have an Act that you would like to
share, please contact Mrs. Anne Karunaratne <annek@osc.lk> our Primary Secretary, to register your
performance.

Next Primary Assembly will be on Wednesday, September 30" in the Gym.

Important Notices:

1 September 29" - Parent Workshop “Early Years in PYP” 7:45; PMPR

7 October 9" - UN Day Assembly

1 October 9" - Early Dismissal (12:15)

Have a great weekend.

Regards,

Jason Grandbois

Primary School Principal
jgrandbois@osc.lk



From the Doctor

VISION IN CHILDREN

| attended a seminar on common childhood eye disorders and Screening methods. Screening for visual
problems is a very important aspect, to which we often don’t give priority. | would like to share with you some
useful information given by Dr. Amila De Alwis, a consultant eye surgeon of the Golden Key Eye Hospital and
Child Eye.

A) Examination schedule
Preschool Children:
B Exam schedule: Preschool children should have a children's eye exam by the age of three, then
another exam before entering school.
B Vision corrected children: If a child's vision requires correction during this time, an eye exam is
recommended every year.

School-Age Children

B Exam schedule: School-age children should have an eye exam every two to three years if they
have no visual problems.

B Vision corrected children: If a child requires glasses or contact lenses, an exam should be
scheduled every 12 months.

B) The American Academy of Pediatrics has issued standards for visual acuity at different ages,
including:

B 6/12 for children 3-4 years old
B 6/9 for older children
B 6/6 for school age children

C) Parents’ observations are valuable.
Questions that can be asked include:

Does your child seem to see well?

Does he/she complaint of not seeing the blackboard in school?

Does your child hold objects close to his or her face when trying to focus?

Does he/she complaint of frequent headaches

Do your child’s eyes appear straight or do they seem to cross or drift or seem lazy?
Do your child’s eyes appear unusual? Is the center of his/her eye white?

Do your child’s eyelids droop or does 1 eyelid tend to close?

Have your child’s eye(s) ever been injured?

D) Warning signs for parents and teachers

. Squinting

. Tilting the head

. Sitting too close to the television

. Losing place while reading

. Covering one eye to read or watch television
. Excessive tearing

. Rubbing eyes

NOAARWN=

Dr Amila De Alwis
Consultant eye surgeon
Golden key eye hospital
Mobile No 773418755
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OSC Bookgroup

Next meeting:

Tuesday 29th September
Book: The Bookseller of Kabul by Asne Seierstad

Interested to join us for a lively discussion please call K
for time and meeting place (0778876137)

UPCOMI NG MEETI N

24 September | Board Meeting 5.00 p.m.
28 September | DP2 Final Extended Essay due
date
29 September | PYP Parent Workshop “Early 7.45 a.m.
Years in PYP” PMPR
3 October SAT 7.30 a.m.
6 October SCN Open Meeting 7.45 a.m.
9 October UN Day Assembly - (12.15 pm |7.45 a.m.
dismissal)
10-18 October | Vacation
19 October Professional Development Day
(No school for students)
h 20 October Finance Committee Meeting 5.30 p.m.

GS

)

*Changes/additions to calendar

EVENTS
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Gecko Sports News

The senior Volleyball, middle school basketball and Gecko Swim Teams continue to work hard to improve
their knowledge, skills and fitness levels. The volleyball teams have faired well against strong local schools
and continue this Friday. The Gecko Swim Team have their first practice meet of the season this Friday
against Stafford International School at the pool and the middle school basketball is hoping to start their
campaign next Wednesday. Please come along and show your support.

Paperwork and Deadlines

Over the next few weeks we will be sending home lots of information and asking for parent signatures and
payments in preparation for the upcoming tournaments. Please look out for this and complete and return
paperwork and payments promptly.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation and support.

Gecko Coaching Team

New Swimming Pool Opening Times

Monday - Friday - 7.00am - 6.00pm
Weekends and Holidays - 10.00am - 3.00pm

Please note that during school hours lessons take place from 7.40
am - 2.40pm and Afterschool activities run until 4.30pm.
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You are invited to our

GYMNASTICS ASSEMBLY!

Wednesday September 30, 2015
7.40am in the gym

All students in grades 1 -5 will be performing a gymnastics sequence
that they have created. Come and see what they have been
working on during our Gymnastics unit. Please ensure that your child
is wearing their OSC P.E. kit as this is not a scheduled P.E. day for all
student s. Dondot forget your

Looking forward to seeing you all!
The P.E. Department
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A BIG THANK YOU

The SCN would like to thank all parents who
attended the SCN Open meeting on Tuesday. There
were some useful discussions and it was great to
see such a good turnout. The minutes of this
meeting will be available on the noticeboard in the
near future.

UN DAY CELEBRATIONS
9T“ OCTOBER 2015


mailto:ptatreasurer@osc.lk
mailto:ptasecondarysupport@osc.lk
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WE NEED YOUR HELP AND SUPPORT AND WE DON’T

HAVE LONG !!!!

OSC has over 40 countries represented at school.

UN Day at OSC is the time when the SCN works together with the Country
Representatives. We have a great team, some of whom have done this job for
many years. There are also two National Reps Co-ordinators, Veronica and
Louise and they are here to support, help, and coordinate with Country Reps.

We have some vacancies for Country Reps this year and we really need some of
you to volunteer. It would mean a lot for the kids to see their countries
represented.

This year we have the following reps in place:

Japan - Satomi (Thank you and welcome on board)
Czech Republic - Hana
Germany/Austria/ Switzerland - Annerose
New Zealand - Kay
Australia - Amanda
China - Zchang

UK - Ruth
Sri Lanka - Ayesha
Italy — Lisa

Latin America
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We are still missing Reps for
India
USA
Ireland
Canada
Scandinavia
Malaysia
Philippines
Maldives

Pakistan

After the flag parade the children will be given a chance to sample food from the
different countries

WE ARE DOING SOMETHING NEW THIS YEAR !!!!

The plan is to set up on the sports field with the countries that are represented
divided into continents or if necessary, as an individual country.

The idea is that the students would come to the tent of each country and
sample some traditional food. They would also be able to, for example, play a
game, take part in a quiz or just explore something that represents that
particular country to the rest of the world.

WATCH THIS SPACE - More details will follow.....

If you can represent your country just for this event do contact the National
reps at the SCN asap :

Louise Platt - Iwplatt@yahoo.co.uk or

Veronica Omprasadham - veronicaomprasadham@gmail.com
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Standard Price Card

We will be having a standard price for all meals. They
are as follows:

Small portion (For primary students)------------ Rs 250/=
This includes a main dish / available Vegetable dish
options & one portion of meat or fish.

Large portion (For secondary students)-------- Rs 300/=
This includes a main dish / available Vegetable dish
options & one portion of meat or fish.

Desserts / Drinks / Soups / Yoghurt will be priced
between Rs 50 — Rs 100.

Salad Bar

Each day we offer 8 different vegetable options where
students can choose between getting a salad or a
salad wrap.

Fresh cut fruit / fruit salad / yoghurt swirls will be
available every day.

Frutty Fro Yo will be available during the snack break
and pop corn will be sold after school from this week
onwards.

Monday 21st September

Pumpkin soup with Garlic bread

Pasta Napolitano with Cheeses

Grilled Chicken with lemon sauce

Baked potato with herbs

Steamed vegetables with savoury glaze

Mixed salad with croutons and Caesar dressing

= =E=ER =, ==

Tuesday 22nd September

Vegetable Soup with Assorted Bread basket
Lasagna

Thai Rice & Steamed white rice

Orange Chicken (Boneless Chicken Strips in
Vegetables)

Grilled Vegetables
Hot butter mushrooms
Potato salad

= = = = =] =) =

Wednesday 23rd September
(European Theme)

 Homemade Pizza options ( Rs 80/= to Rs
100/= per slice )

1 (Margarita, peppers (veg), cheese chicken &
cheese)

Pasta Napolitano (Non spicy )
Mashed Potato

Vegetable Moussaka ( Non spicy )
Boiled Egg

Thursday 24th September

Indian Pilaf Rice

Mini Nan tortillas (Non spicy)

Mini Bathura

Tandoori chicken Drumsticks with Lemon
(Non spicy)

Alu potato ( Non spicy )

Baked Potato (Indian style) (Non spicy)
Raita Salad (Non spicy)

—h === =
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Friday 25th September

Burger

9 Grilled Chicken patty --- Rs 150
1 Grilled Beef patty -------—- Rs 150
1 Vegetable------------------- Rs 100

Healthy German Sausage (No Added preservatives
or flavours) with Bun

1 57 Grilled Sausage-----Rs 150

1 Baked Pasta Vegetarian ----Rs 200

Baked Potato ------------ Rs 100

Fresh potato fries ------- Rs 120

%



