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VISION 

 
 

The Overseas School 
of Colombo shall be a 
model of excellence 
in education, 
nurturing and 
empowering our 
community of 

learners to achieve 
global success. 

 
 

MISSION 
 
 

òThe Overseas 
School of Colombo, 
an IB World School, 
is committed to 
guiding our global 
community toward 
international and 
intercultural 
understanding.  
OSC develops the 
whole person as a 
responsible learner, 
striving for personal 
excellence within a 
culturally diverse 
environment. ó 

 

Our secondary art teacher Renee Johnson recently sent me a copy of the 
following article by Jennifer Miller written for the web based arts journal 
co.create.  
 
Science Says Art Wil l Make Your Kids Better Thinkers (and 
Nicer People)  

The Box 
2002 
Oil on Linen 
82 x 100  

ώtŀƛƴǝƴƎ ōȅ Bo Bartlettϐ 
 
A new study supports our hunch that kids who are exposed to the arts gain 
benefits beyond just being òmore creative.ó   
 
Those who would consider themselves part of the creative class would 
probably agree that art is an important part of primary school education. 
Since school boards concerned about the bottom line don't necessarily agree, 
a team of social scientists at the University of Arkansas is trying to 
scientifically prove the benefits of exposure to art. What they found, in a 
recent study published in the journals Education Next and Educational 
Researcher, is that students who are exposed to cultural institutions, like 

Headôs corneré.. 

http://www.bobartlett.com/
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museums and performing arts centers, not only have higher levels of engagement with the arts but 
display greater tolerance, historical empathy, as well as better educational memory and critical thinking 
skills. 
 
"The changes were measurable and significant," says Jay P. Greene, professor of education reform and 
a researcher on the study. In particular, a single museum tour was found to make "a definite impression 
on students." According to Greene, students on this tour remembered what theyõd learned "even 
without an external reason for doing soñlike a grade or a test." 
 
ONE GIGANTIC FIELD TRIP 
When the 50,000-square-foot Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art opened in Bentonville, 
Arkansas, two years ago, the museum offered 11,000 students free school tours. Each visiting group 
(chosen by lottery) viewed five paintings over the course of an hour. The tours were student-directed, 
which means curators did not lecture. Instead, they gave students minimal information about each 
painting and spent the majority of the time facilitating discussion. 
 
Roughly three weeks later, students filled out a survey about their museum experience. In addition to 
recalling information about the paintings they'd seen, they were asked general questions about their 
tolerance toward others and whether they felt able to empathize with people from different historical 
periods. Finally, they were asked to write a short essay about a new paintingñThe Box by Bo Bartletñ
which was not on display at the museum. Students who had entered the lottery but had not received 
group tours, formed the study's control group. They were also given a survey asking about empathy and 
tolerance and directed to write a short essay about The Box. Independent judges then coded all the 
essays based on a well-regarded critical-thinking-skills assessment program. 
 
ART MAKES YOU SMART - AND SENSITIVE 
Greeneõs team was surprised by how much "academic" information the test group had learned and 
remembered about the museum paintings. Students were able to recall that one painting dealt with 
price supports during the Great Depression and that another depicted abolitionists boycotting sugar. 
 
"These historical details were not standard in the curatorõs introduction," Greene explains. Which 
means that the discussion-based format compelled students to ask both important and relevant 
questions about the paintings. But something about the museum experience also enabled students 
to remember this information nearly a month later. That's remarkable, considering how quickly most 
kids forget knowledge they've learned for tests. 
 
Further, when it came to analyzing the unfamiliar painting, Greene says there's "a big increase in how 
observant students were if they went to the art museum. They were much better at seeing details in 
the new painting than those who did not go." They were also better at relating the painting to their own 
experience, identifying subtext in the art, and allowing for multiple interpretations of the art. They 
were able to empathize with the people and scenarios depicted in a way that the control group did not. 
 
GET OUT OF SCHOOL 
"Before the study, a lot of people told us that the kids would just stare out the windows," says Greene. 
"Well, no, they donõt. Theyõre paying attention and absorbing information." Partly, this is linked to the 
non-lecture format of the experience. But Greene suspects the reason is also linked with removing 
students from their usual school environment and putting them in a culturally engaged setting. 
 
"You can give students a high-quality reproduction of a painting but it's not the same," he says. "Itõs 
the difference between watching a televangelist and going to church. Itõs why museums and churches 
invest in architecture. The act of going gets people into a mindset to receive the experience.ó 
 
Of course, the school boards still want to know if the experience of visiting an art museum can help 
students improve their critical thinking skills in more traditional subjects. "We donõt know if art makes 
you better at critical thinking when solving a puzzle or a math problem," says Greene. "But we donõt have 
to translate math and reading into art to know theyõre good. Why should we have to translate art into 
reading and math? Art is doing something on its own and thatõs what we care about." 

http://crystalbridges.org/
http://www.bobartlett.com/paintings/2002-the-box.html


25 April DP2 students farewell and 
subject awards assembly 

 

*26 April Parent Workshop on 
ñTransitionsò - PMPR 

7.45 a.m. 

27 April Primary Talent Show - 
Auditorium 

9.30 a.m. 

27 April MYP Parent Workshop - 
Summer Strategies for 
Academic Successò 

 

2 May School Holiday  

*4 May Instrumental Workshop for  
Grade 4-11 students - Music 
Room 

1.45 - 2.45 
p.m. 

5 May SCN Annual General Meeting 7.45 a.m. 

6 May Teacher & Staff Appreciation 
Day 

 

7 May SAT 7.30 a.m. 

9-11 May Primary Art Exhibition - PMPR  

11 May Primary Student Led 
Conferences 

 

11 May MYP Parent Workshop - 
Introduction to the Personal 
Project for Grade 9 parents 

 

*Changes/additions to calendar 

UPCOMING MEETINGS/EVENTSéé 
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THANKS - FOOD & FUN FAIR 
 
I hope you all enjoyed the Food & Fun Fair on the 2nd of April. The afternoon was lovely and well 
organized by the dedicated members of the SCN. I would like to thank the SCN for all their efforts in 
organizing such a fun filled community focused event. 
 
 
Phil Joslin 
Head of School 
pjoslin@osc.lk 



Secondary School Principal 
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This week, OSC sent yet another cohort of Gecko Athletes around the region to represent our school and to 
participate in exciting sporting events. So far all news back from our coaches is that things are going well and 
everyone arrived safely.  
 
You can follow the results and watch livestream at the following locations: 
 
Girlsô Football (Mumbai)  http://eagles.asbindia.org/saisa-girls-soccer-2016.html  
 
Boysô Basketball (Kathmandu) https://sites.google.com/a/lsnepal.com/saisa-boys-basketball/home  
 
Track & Field (Chennai) http://aiscathletics.weebly.com/saisa-t--f-schedule--results.html  
 
Co-Curricular Programme, ASAs Block 4 begins Monday, April 25

th
 and ends Friday, May 27

th
. Itôs a very 

short term, so please encourage your child to attend all sessions.  
 
MYP Parent Workshop, ñSummer Strategies for Academic Successò 

 
When:  Wednesday, April 27, 7:35am 
Where:  Room C21 (Ms. Hicksô Classroom: Just above Canteen and below the Art room) 
What:   We will review strategies for parents to use over the summer holiday and have time to 
  share resources and experiences. 
Plus:   Tea and coffee! 

 RSVP Please to: Clover Hicks, chicks@osc.lk 
 
Will Your Family Be Leaving Sri Lanka? As the end of the school year draws near, a few families will 
begin preparing for a move to their next location.  If you are leaving OSC, we are sorry to see you and your 
children leave.  Everyone will miss you!  
 
Moving schools usually requires official documents such as transcripts and profiles. Some schools, 
depending on the country, do have additional requirements.  If you are moving, please come to the Student 
Center and complete the form for leaving documents.  When the form is completed we begin the process of 
compiling the documents for your move.  This process usually takes one week.  
 
We can provide up to 6 copies of any one document. If you need additional copies, we must charge you 
1,000 SLR per document.  If you have any questions, please contact me. Rosanne Noble rnoble@osc.lk    
 
Columbia, Cornell, Duke, Georgetown, Northwestern, Princeton Universities will visit OSC! - These Ivy 
League and extremely prestigious universities will visit OSC on 27th April at 2:30pm. This time will be a 
private session with the opportunity for OSC parents and students to discuss academic studies, admissions 
requirements, tuition fees and most importantly to make a personal contact with university 
admissions representatives.  Please plan to attend.  These universities do not often visit Sri Lanka. OSC has 
reserved a specific time, 2:30 - 4:00pm, to meet with parents prior to other Colombo schools. Thanks, 
Rosanne 
 
 
Have a nice weekend! 
 
Eileen Niedermann 
Secondary School Principal 
secondaryprincipal@osc.lk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://eagles.asbindia.org/saisa-girls-soccer-2016.html
https://sites.google.com/a/lsnepal.com/saisa-boys-basketball/home
http://aiscathletics.weebly.com/saisa-t--f-schedule--results.html
mailto:chicks@osc.lk
mailto:rnoble@osc.lk


Page 5  NEWSLETTER 

Primary School Principal 

I trust you all had a safe and relaxing break, enjoyed some sunshine to replenish your vitamin D levels and 
had a chance to participate in some of the countries New Year celebrations. Classes are now moving into 
their last Unit of Inquiry of the year. We have seven weeks of school remaining and this is always the busiest 
time of year. Your children will need your support and guidance more than ever, to help them organize, 
prioritize and complete their assigned tasks. 
 
This is also the time of year when students begin to develop anxiety about moving to a new country. Student 
transitions have an impact on both the students leaving, as well as, the ones left behind. Friendships are 
important. Please take some time to discuss ways to continue friendships with your children and to discuss 
the positive aspects of a move. Reassure your child that everything will be alright. It is also important to 
inform the school at this time, so we too, can begin to prepare your child for their new transition. 
 
This year we are offering a special ñTransitionsò workshop for parents. This workshop will target both leavers 
and stayers on how to support and prepare for moving transitions. It will be held in the PMPR on April 26th at 
7:45am. You should have received information about the content of this workshop in a separate email.  
 
Endicott Survey 
This week all parents were emailed a link to the annual Endicott survey. Please take 10-15 minutes of your 
time to complete this survey. Entries remain anonymous, yet your input is valued as we continuously look 
toward school improvement. If you did not receive the survey email, please contact Ms. Anne in the primary 
office at: annek@osc.lk    
 
After School Activities 
Block 4 of activities will start on Monday. Remember that you have 2 weeks to make any activity changesé
after that, you must stay with your choices until the end of the session. Please remind your children of their 
activities and help them prepare by packing the necessary items, e.g. hat, water bottle, shoes. 
 
7 weeks to go! 
 
Important Notices: 
 

¶ April 25th   - Start Block 4 of After school activities 

¶ April 26th   - Transition Parent Workshop; 7:45am in the PMPR 

¶ April 27th   - Primary Talent Show; 9:30am ï 11:00am in the Auditorium 

¶ April 29th   - PSGAôs Movie Afternoon; 2:40pm ï 5:00pm pickup 
 
 
Have a great weekend. 
 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Jason Grandbois 
Primary School Principal 
jgrandbois@osc.lk 

mailto:annek@osc.lk
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An OSC PSGA Charity Movie Afternoon is being offered Friday April 29! Students and parents from Kg-
Grade 5 are welcome to see KungFu Panda3 for an enjoyable 2 hours! We will begin with popcorn and drinks 
at the foyer of the Auditorium prior to the 3:10 viewing. Pick-up will be at 5:00. 
 
Tickets will go on sale Wed-Fri next week in the canteen at break and lunch times. Students have 
created varied levels of tickets (VIP, First Class, Business Class and Economy) denoting various levels of 
contribution to charity, nothing more. ALL ticket holders will receive their choice of seating when entering the 
Auditorium,  and a popcorn and drink to be consumed prior to entering the Auditorium.)  
 
All ticket purchases require a signed permission form at the time of purchasing the ticket. This form 
is to be sent home today with students.  
 
We look forward to a wonderful and relaxing time for all!! 
 
Thanks for supporting our Charity Drive!!   
 
PSGA Advisor: Mr. Steve Parenteau 
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    SCN Mission Statement: 

 
                                                   ñTogether we build a cohesive school  

                                                              community to enrich our childrenôs  
                                                                                   education      

 
 

SCN NEWS 
 

JOIN US 

 OSC GARAGE SALE  

 
 

12TH MAY 2016 1PM ï 3.30PM  

On the Primary field with a tent, table and fans 

1000 LKR FOR A TABLE  

RESERVE NOW 

PLEASE CONTACT 

scnsecretary@osc.lk 

SCN CONTACT DETAILS: 

{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ  
¢ǊŀŎŜȅ 5ƛǎŎƻƳōŜ 
лттнооумуо ƳƻōƛƭŜ 
9ƳŀƛƭΥ ǇǘŀǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅϪƻǎŎΦƭƪ 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ  ό!ŎǝƴƎύ 
wǳŎƘƛ {ƻƻŘ 
9ƳŀƛƭΥ ǇǘŀǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊϪƻǎŎΦƭƪ  
 

tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ  
/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ -  
[ŜŜƴŀ {ǳǊŀƴŀ 
лтттфлмсмо ƳƻōƛƭŜ 
9ƳŀƛƭΥ ƭŜŜƴŀΦǎǳǊŀƴŀϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
{ŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ  
/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ -  
5ŀƴƛŜƭƭŜ {ŎƘǊƻŘŜǊ-Cƭƻǘƻ 
лттттнррфм ƳƻōƛƭŜ 
9ƳŀƛƭΥ ƅƻǘƻΦŘŀƴнϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  
 

bŀǝƻƴŀƭ wŜǇǎ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊǎ 
±ŜǊƻƴƛŎŀ hƳǇǊŀǎŀŘƘŀƳ 
лтттсумопр ƳƻōƛƭŜ 
9ƳŀƛƭΥ ǊƻƳǇǊŀǎŀŘϪŜǳǊŜƪŀΦƭƪ 
ǾŜǊƻƴƛŎŀƻƳǇǊŀǎŀŘƘŀƳϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
 

[ƻǳƛǎŜ tƭŀǧ 
лттолтмруу ƳƻōƛƭŜ 
9ƳŀƛƭΥ ƭǿǇƭŀǧϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻΦǳƪ 
 

9ǾŜƴǘǎ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊǎ  
¢ƛƴŀ WŀƴǎŜƴ 
лттуфорнсо ƳƻōƛƭŜ 
9ƳŀƛƭΥ ǝƴŀƧŀƴǎŜƴϪƳŜΦŎƻƳ 
 

{ǘŜǇƘƛŜ 5ƻƘƳŜƴ 
 

/ƻũŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻƴǘŜƴǘκ/ƻũŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭǎ  
¢ǊŀŎŜȅ 5ƛǎŎƻƳōŜ 
лттнооумуо ƳƻōƛƭŜ 
9ƳŀƛƭΥ ǇǘŀǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅϪƻǎŎΦƭƪ 
 

.ƻŀǊŘ {/b wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜ 
 

{ƛƻōƘŀƴ hΩaŀƘƻƴȅ 
лттмппнттс ƳƻōƛƭŜ 
9Υ ƻψƳŀƘƻƴȅǎƛƻōƘŀƴϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
 
 

.ƭǳŜ DŜŎƪƻ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊǎ  
tŀǳƭŀ vǳŜƛǊƻǎ 
лтттполнмм ƳƻōƛƭŜ 
9ƳŀƛƭΥ ǇŀǳƭŀψǉǳŜƛǊƻǎϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
 

wŀƎƛƴƛ wŀƭƭŀōŀƴŘƛ 
лттлотлсмм ƳƻōƛƭŜ 
9ƳŀƛƭΥ ǎƛǾŀǊŀƎƛƴƛΦǎǾϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
 

/ŀƴǘŜŜƴ [ƛŀƛǎƻƴΥ 
5ŀƴƛŜƭƭŜ {ŎƘǊƻŘŜǊ-Cƭƻǘƻ 
лттттнррфм ƳƻōƛƭŜ 
9ƳŀƛƭΥ ƅƻǘƻΦŘŀƴнϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΥ 
¢ƛƴŀ WŀƴǎŜƴ 
лттуфорнсо ƳƻōƛƭŜ 
9ƳŀƛƭΥ ǝƴŀƧŀƴǎŜƴϪƳŜΦŎƻƳ 
 

DŜƴŜǊŀƭ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘΥ 
{ƛƻōƘŀƴ hΩaŀƘƻƴȅ 
лттмппнттс ƳƻōƛƭŜ 
9Υ ƻψƳŀƘƻƴȅǎƛƻōƘŀƴϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
YŀƴƛǎƘǘŀ YǊƛǎƘŀƴ 
лттннулруп 

School Community Network 

mailto:ptatreasurer@osc.lk
mailto:ptasecondarysupport@osc.lk
mailto:ptasecondarysupport@osc.lk


 

OSC COMMUNITY COCKTAIL PARTY  

(ADULTS ONLY) 

 
 

SATURDAY 14TH MAY 2016, 7-11PM 
 

JOIN US BY THE POOLSIDE OF THE JAIC HILTON FOR AN  
 

ENJOYABLE EVENING WITH MUSIC AND DANCING, DELICIOUS  
 

CANAPES AND DRINKS IN THE COMPANY OF FRIENDS. 
 

TICKETS INCLUDE A COMPLIMENTARY COCKTAIL AND CANAPES  
 

AND WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE BUSINESS OFFICE. 

 

 

Cocktails anyone?

Join us for cocktails, canap és, 

music & dancing at the

OSC Cocktail Night

Saturday, 14 th May

7pm to 11pm

Jaic Hilton ðpoolside (3 rd floor)

RS. 5,000 p.p. 

INCLUDES A COMPLEMENTARY COCKTAIL & CANAPÉS

ADULTS ONLY

TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE SCHOOLõS  BUSINESS OFFICE
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PARENT WORKSHOP   
 

ñSUPPORTING CHILDREN THROUGH LOSS, 

TRANSITION AND TRAUMAò  
 

26TH APRIL AT 7:45 IN THE PMPR 
 

Whether this is your first post overseas or fifth, adjusting to life in the 

overseas can be challenging. 
 

ÿ The surprises, challenges and changes 

ÿ Keeping yourself and your family healthy 

ÿ Helping your child through the transitions of moving and saying 

goodbye to friends 

ÿ Grief and loss 

ÿ Making the adjustment 

ÿ The 5 ñLôsò of LEAVING: 

1. Left Behind 

2. Loneliness 

3. Location 

4. Language 

5. Life 

ÿ Support Services Available at OSC 

 

Presenters: OSC Student Services Team ï Rosanne & Steve Parenteau 

and Guest Speaker - Lisa Hekel, LCSW 
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MENUS 

Monday 25th April  

¶ Garlic rice 

¶ Pasta Napolitano 

¶ Roast Chicken with vegetables 

¶ Mashed Potato 

¶ Boiled Vegetable mix in herbs 

¶ Beetroot salad 

¶ Sweet Corn soup 

Tuesday 26th April  

¶ Mexican Rice 

¶ Spaghetti Carbonara 

¶ Baked Chickpeas in tomato puree 

¶ Garlic Beans with sesame 

¶ Grilled Chicken 

¶ Potato Salad 

Thursday 28th April  

Indian Flavour 
 

¶ Biriyani 

¶ Naan Rotti 

¶ Chic pea chole 

¶ Chicken Tikka 

¶ Raita Salad 

¶ Alu Potato 
 

Friday 29th April  

¶ Fried Noodles 

¶ Burger 
           - Chicken/Beef 

¶ Homemade potato Wedges 

¶ Homemade French Fries 

¶ Grilled Sausages 
 

 

 

Wednesday 27th April  

¶ Fried Rice 

¶ Baked Pasta 

¶ Boneless Chicken Strips 

¶ Vegetable Tempura 

¶ Vegetable Chop mix 

¶ Mixed green garden salad 

¶ Pumpkin Soup 
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House available at Lake Drive, Rajagiriyaï (Ref: SH#R-69). Spacious house consisting of 
four bedrooms, three bathrooms, large living and dining area, fully equipped kitchens, staff 
quarters, double garage and a landscaped garden.  Available for USD 3000 per month. Call 
 0767634874 /  0777813582  

éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 
Fully furnished apartment in Colombo 7 -  7th Sense apartments (Ref SA 7-09) Fully furnished Duplex apartment 
consisting of two bedrooms, two bathrooms, domestic quarters, fully equipped kitchen and a spacious living and dining area.  
Available now for USD 2600 per month.  Call 0767634874  / 0777813582  
éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 
Luxury Salon for sale in Colombo 7. Fully furnished and equipped with available space of 3200 Sq ft.  Ready 
made clientele with fully experienced staff. Ample parking for 10 cars with road frontage. Serious buyers only.Price 
includes goodwill and brand name. Working visas can be arranged. Price negotiable. USD 200,000. Contact: 
0777760123 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé... 

 "The Sanctuary" : A perfect 'Hideaway' in Pelawatte 
 
 A 7,500 sq.ft waterfront four bedroomed modern luxury house on 50-
perches, very centrally located and adjoining the Diyawannaoya bird 
sanctuary / lake . It has a 40-feet long swimming pool with jacuzzi / kids 
section, extensive garden & rooftop terrace, 13.5 MW solar system, etc.  
Monthly rent expected is $3,950 (negotiable).  For more details please call 
Manilal De Mel on 0771996151  
 

éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé... 

TAKE 2 - THEYôRE SMALL! Gorgeous Male Kittens, 
well taken care of, patiently waited for you to return from 
your holiday so you can now give them the attention they 
deserve.  ARE YOU READY? These twin brothers are ready 
for you. Born 16/2/16, this playful duo has been vet checked: 
dewormed and first immunizations done. Looking for someone 
just as playful to share the fun. FOR INQUIRIES CALL:  
077 2975695 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 
Garmin Fenix 3 with chest heart rate monitor (HRM) for sale. 
Amazing fitness/ smart watch, best in the business, capable of tracking every sport you can think of from running to 
rowing to weights to golf and even stand up paddleboarding! Separate Garmin chest HRM included. In as-new 
condition, perfect working order. US$400 or best offer. Contact Max at maxincolombo@gmail.com 

The Overseas School of Colombo  
Pelawatte, P.O. Box 9 
Battaramulla, Sri Lanka 
Tel: (94-11) 2784920-2 
Fax: (94-11) 2784999 
Email: admin@osc.lk 
Web: www.osc.lk 
 

tel:077-1996151
mailto:maxincolombo@gmail.com

