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The I B at OSC

I generally |like to find interesting educational ar
newsl etter . GFocrontthriisb uwe eokn | want to share an articl
Depart ment Head Ni mal de Silva. Th & aSrutnidcalye , E diurciattii a
of fers a very compelling reviews odpglhiec dtBi @m olge raeanmeet
Ni mal is a highly regarded educator and a deeply re
opportunity to discuss a wide range of educational

share a sample of his thoughtful approach to teachin

OExaminations are formidable even to the best pr
wi sest man can answer o0 said Charles Caleb Colto
and many are of the view that examinations are a necessary evil. However, summative assessment

has become an integral part of instructional education. Summative assessments are generally used to
assign students a course grade with the idea of summarizing what the students have learnt and to

know whether the material has been understood well. In short, it is meant to determine whether or

not the goals of education are being met.

In Sri Lanka, the secondary education culminates with the General Certificate of Education
(Ordinary Level and Advanced Level) examinations. In India the All India Secondary School
Examination (AISSE) is conducted after class 10 which determines the pursuing of higher education.

In China the National Higher Education Entrance Examination, commonly known as GAOKAO is a
prerequisite for entrance into most higher education institutions. A good proportion of such
examinations in different countries in the world are standardized tests which are norm referenced.

Norm referenced tests are designed to compare and rank the candidates in relation to one another.

An average is determined through statistical me a
with this average thereby awarding a letter grade such as A, B, C, D & E according to the set grade
boundaries.

VISION B
hool of Colombo shall be a model of excellence in educatio
wering our community of learners to achieve global succe

MISSION

School of Colombo, an IB World School, is committed to guidi
and intercultural understanding. OSC develops the whole
| excellence within a culturally diverse environment.”




The modern educational trend is to move away from norm -referenced assessment and to introduce
criteria-based assessment models where assessment is based upon pwstablished learning
objectives. In a criterion-referenced test the purpose is not to rank each student with respect to the
achievement of others but to determine whether each student has achieved specific skills and
concepts. It offers qualitative descriptors indicating the level of achievement in meeting the learning
objectives without discriminating between the high and low achievers. According to the assessment
expert Grant Wiggins, the criteria-based assessment is a superior model as it requires greater
student involvement, with the intention of developing student processes in critical thinking,
metacognition and reflection.

The International Baccalaureate (IB) is an example of a recognized educational programme which
follows the criterion -referenced assessment model. It has the Primary Years Programme (Grades 1 to
5), Middle Years Programme (Grades 6 to 10) and the Diploma Programme (DP) in the final two
years of secondary education. Right through, the student results are determined by performance
against set standards, not by each studentds po:
follow 6 subjects: 3 at higher level and 3 at standard level. This allows students to go into more
depth in their preferred subject areas, while requiring them to continue to study in other areas
providing flexibility if they are to change their views on future areas of study. In addition, the
students also follow a course of theory of knowledge which guides them to reflect critically on how
they know and what they believe to be facts or truth. Each student also completes an extended essay
which offers them an opportunity to conduct an in -depth study of a topic of special interest. This
provides excellent preparation for independent study at university level. All DP students are also
required to take part in some artistic activity, sport activity and a community service project.

The assessment is carried out through external and internal components. Examinations form the

basis of external assessment. Internal assessment consists of 4echool assessment tasks marked by

their teachers and moderated by IB examiners. Numerical grades are offered according to criterion-
referenced descriptors. Students receive grades for each subject ranging from 1 to 7, with 7 being the
highest. The highest score for 6 subjects therefore, is 42. Theory of knowledge and extended essay
components contribute 3 additional point s, bring
is made of the combined scores and it is awarded to students who gain at least 24 points.

More than 4000 schools have chosen to teach International Baccalaureate programmes, with their

uni que academic rigour, excellent preparation fo
personal development. In Sri Lanka, the only school that offers this programme is the Overseas
School of Colombo (OSC). In the last DP examination held in May 2016, there were 150,000
candidates in the world with 30.1 as the average score. The overseas school of Colombo had 22
candidates with an average of 31.9 points.

We feel that the time is ripe to gradually introduce criterion based assessment in our local schools as
these are better suited to measuring learning progress than norm-referenced exams. Further, they
can provide information that can be used to improve teaching and school performance. They are
fairer to students too as relative performances are not considered and the achievement is evaluated
against an established set of criteria. Albert E
fish by its ability to climb a tree, 1t will 1iwv




OSC is regarded the most prestigious international school in Colombo, Sri Lanka. Founded in 1957,
OSC remains Sri Lanka's oldest internationally accredited educational institution. It is the only
school in Sri Lanka to offer the International Baccalaureate (IB) Programme from Pre-school to
Grade 12. At OSC parents and teachers partner in working together to create the kind of
environment where children not only learn, but thrive.

The author is the head of the department of mathematics at the Overseas School of Colombo and is a
senior examiner at the International Baccalaureate Organization.

Phil Josl!l in
Head of School
pjoslin@osc. | Kk
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School Principal

As this article is publ i sNeexdt, weewi IWwi Ible hpearratlidc itphaet i ¢
the final day of our DP 1dagr ioein tWetdincers dalyo ragy dwil t la mo a
Grade 11 student s. Thi s dfs cao nmpoentdietrifounl aenxda nppel res oonfa |
how experiential l earninghaae mwEepotrd Dhiar ea cvaidtelmi yco u
programme and enabl e student s t o engage i n

uni que opportunities within Sri Lanka. At this poin
we wi || have had 2 night sClaavarye oNic Quhiel Ibaaan ks of t he
Kel ani Ganga getting to SKencoomdameg Rmiondiepaland

l earning about t he heartseafonddareyplrBiciepple@doeanclkk
Theory of Knowl edge, Creativity, Activity and
Service. These ar e aspects of our educational
programme t hat single out an | B student amongst

the throng of others applying for university positio
Our student s ar e chall enged t o push their
boundari es and chall enge their perceptions and
they do this through active engagement i n our
country and amongst our community. I am excited

to be joining Grade 11 on this adventure and | ook
forward to seeing you at the Welcome Back Picnic
upon our return.


mailto:secondaryprncipal@osc.lk

Pri mary School Principal

The OSC Primary Library would I|Aeksehit o LgieyveaBabemilrdié a
Bengt §eonbeing the fiRsdydloe,t alkenathentandotidauegent | 'y us
donations have already been cataTlhgulkidbraady aweulrd aldg
more titles tobfoypbpucbhbeeni 6om. have some gently wused
recycle we woul cPeweloauoame ottHem.ti on needs, the |1 st b e
would | ove Th@an&kc ywiur @gain to our first three Donator

SR

Mummies
in the
Morning

Mary Prge Orbo

MBaby Mdeseilky Jennifer Holm

fBad &iistetryileys Ni ck Bruel

Bobbl e HeaWh®BoWds=2ri¥ari ous Authors

fCam Jadiseniky David Adl er

MfCapital dndt etro el Miysdreirdygye sRon Roy

Fl at Ditsa;ardieys Jef f Br own

fiGer oni moo ,TShigd t Dti@rifteopne | | a VoaniBpakktkaeaifsee iy Geroni mo
and Elisabetta Dami

fHor ri bl eo-#Héesitwys i Teesrry Deary and Martin Brown
vy &oOiBeanlky Annie Barrows

fLunch OiLsaedryi ey Jarrett J. Krosoczka

MMagi c Tr &ies edroidessse Mary Pope Osbourne

iMercy Waseswninkys Kate D. Camillo

fPuppy Pl adcerikkkeEI |l en Mil es

fRai nbow Mags er iFmyg rDyai sy Meadows

MReady Birsdardiyeys Abby Kl ein

AWei rd Schiowodr,ikEisheDan Gut man

DK Readers and ot her Reader s:

Fly o0Gsgrilky Tedd Arnol d
fivoung Camoikamidkepy David Adl er
Star War s

Princesses

Lego

Super heroes

Mi necr aft

Let the reading being!
The LearndPrPmef ipll ed

I& the start of a new month and ti to introduce ou
Learner Profile focus for the OSC community is PRIN
sense of fairness and are honest with themselves and
s and they follow them. They have an wunderstand
I emp

rul e
mo d e positive behaviours as an ex l ar of a princi




How can parents help to develop students who are Pri

T I'nvolve your child in deciding on the rules for
ones that have been decided upon.

T Encourage your child to play games that involve
team player. What sort of person would they wan

T When your chil d wi ns a game -marsn esrte dt haand hex ua
sportsmanship. They might thank the@ rapppomreindt e

T When playing a gamel wihdangeutrhe hridldes doom | et vy ol
|l oser is just as important as being a good winn

Parent Workshop

On Tuesday,'"weughuasdt a3n0 amazi nd ntturoducuti ofdfp@a ne wt t Wer g
would |ike to thank you all for attending, and for vy
chidl d earning.

| mportant Notices:

q Septemrb’er—S(BN Wel come Bac®0POemi;c On the field
i Septemb'ér—Pd)Ga TNy SCHOOL
! SeptembBb®rfE2a01y Year ®p ame n th ewiddrYks5haonp, P MP R

Enjoy the weekend.
Regar ds,
Jason Grandboi s

Pri mary School Principal
jgrandboi s @os ¢
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UPCOMI N MEETI NGS|/ EVE

3 Sept e BHCaNr Wegc me Back3.P0OQ@nt @ 6 pr

3 Sept eOetUN EXCO I nterfvi ews

*6 Sept eSlNerOpen Meeting7. 45 a.

7 Septemererondary Sports Day

8 SeptemPEr Uni versity I|hf®0 mam Ni g
SMPR

10 SeptACTerTesting 7.30 am MP R

13 Sept &mmeamce Meeting 5. 00 p.

14 Sept @gmyPerPar ent Wor ks®MdPR
MAssessment dn the

hlG Sept ePolyar -Dlay sc hool

20 Sept enyPerPar
Years 0O

en
n

*Changes/additionls to




PS-M$S Counsellor Corner: Mr Steve

Happsyeems t o be a summative response this season wi:
just in Grades | PStalking with new students and pare
going smoothly for mdbutt aoferdwmri ndhggw nfoa mialliles We need
speci al care to those who are stildl finding homes,
familiarity with sur-rldwkredienagtsi nfgdr Hdeailltyhyneeddsust ment
us, and reassures us that we wi || thrive once agai
emotional supports may be a necessary evolution of t
Al ongside those who are adjusting well into Sri Lan|
as they continue to make changes and adjustments wi
l ooking to find ways to | ower anxiety and stress fc
ensure there is satisfaction with student | earning.
As counsellors, our role is to pay speci al attentior
that provides us with us@fHhdiaodtor mEurvoey i shathei Sch
each year in May. With this dat a, counsell ors can |
well ness at school Topping the Ilist this year seem
initiatives are already wunder way, and we hope this
soon Food is often an i mportant contributor to mak
student i-lnitree neaf eotny across the scapplropandtei ulbec off
in Primary years.

The newly elected Primary School Government Associ a
gat her student input to generate action plans. We atr
of a Middle School Student Government . Ongoing aven
devel opment are paramount cons-sdéaopatiepsri WethdReagh
celebrations in formal and informal events.

Parent s, be reminded that | am here for you as wel |,
continue to create to maximize |l earning in a fun man

dransowiildnsbhbe the subjf€offeé& wudbthhfiZosytecaSCN' D nwiDert ® b w
will conti nudeouiordgreovciessist, tahned ofhaleirng|sPpleamge odoki ng
to seeing many of you soon!

Steve Parenteau
PSMS Counsell or



Cal endar s'! OScC
i's Peter Pan J

udly presents
u r

First performant®ef Nouembay ahe3 330 pm!
Second perfor m®ng8®, perii day 4
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ur bl og f
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http://primaryproduction.blogspot.com/

CALLI NG ALL PARENT MUSI ClI ANS:

I f you play a musical instrument (not the piano) | and

me know! [ |l ove to work with al/l members of the O®SC

and alumni, so would | ove you to get involved.

Pl ease elmaurncane@ds cy.oluk pl ay an instrument, especially

be interested in getting involved with making music

interested if anyone plays a World Music instrumelnt

Kind regards,

Loretta Duncan

HOD Arts

&‘; ARE YOU ABLE TO HOST A S UI
?' OR EVEN THREE?

4" Sta’ | STA Col ombo Dr ama Fej|st |

OSC is hosting an | STA Dr ama Mi ddlad%-S8d mgled 1 Fehsitwiihy d |

rufnr ofmhur s d'dtyo 1Qund™MgvdmBdber 2Gkes O®HCs as an excilin

f ooorur studéeretys wad | be able tdraewhl dbomatentwirinlat ofpphal

wh o not only share a passion for t he Per for mi n|g A

surr ourLdisrcgasd.eyneiacr , OSC | STwemptart o cPpmaan gNe WabDealyhsiija a

With potentially 80 students coming our way 1in I]I)eove

teacher s, t o hel p host . | f you <can dohtthps: / /tghpeon.

K156 SDaHyZf TPFyE2

For further information please contact me and reglard

http://ista.co. uk/

Kind regards,

Rachel Jackson

riackson@osc. | k



mailto:lduncan@osc.lk
https://goo.gl/forms/K156SDaHyZfTPFyE2
https://goo.gl/forms/K156SDaHyZfTPFyE2
http://ista.co.uk/
mailto:rjackson@osc.lk

FROM THE SCHOOLE.DOCTOR

Zi ka VUpdasat e

Zika virus is a mosquito borne disease. Di scovered i
2007, when an outbreak occurred in Micronesi a. Si nce
explosively in the Americas. There is growing evider
complications, yet there is currently no vaccine, an
Zika virus is primariAgdamossagsmi otebdabyspheadsmeengue
However , in rare cases the virus can be transmitted
with an infected individual. Of ficials have al-sbepobs
or +feown children

Symptoms of Zika virus infection generally include

temporary pain ort yspieddlilnyg iof tjlbea nhands and feet. T h
| ast four to seven days. However, emerging research

to foetal birth defects. Research also suggests the
patient.

Health officials have identified | ocally acquired c
Al junied Crescent, though additiona-lmaamée ys nefar c dmee
wor kpl aces of confirmed cases. As of Aug. 28, t he N
cases of Zi ka virus:; four additional t est resul ts z
confirmed cases in the coming weeks and has intensif
I f travelling to an affected area, prevent mosquito
t hat covers your body and by choosing closed air <co
necessary measures to prevent sexual transmission.

Prevent transmission to | ocal mosquitos by preventin
the risk of an outbreak

Dr I ndrika Senaratna

School Doctor



AREOY QUDRBEADNOFORY SSEICONDARY SF

WHENMWednesday Sep2@mmber 7

Ti met abl e:

Lunch 12.71A@ .
Sessiiolnead3m house X ei®ld3s.
Home Ti me 13. 30

Homer oom 07.-30r. 35
Changing Ti me 07 .18®7. 45
Briefing in Gym O07.i14®8. 00
Sessi-dneld/ Gym EVO8ni®9. 45
Break 09.14150. 15
Sessi-dne2 d/ Gym EQeidlbx. 00

30

3%0

10.1152. 90O 12:1310: 30
HOME -
TI ME

12 Team
Foot bpl | Vol | eylball games
TEAM
Gr ade -
12 eam
Foot bpl | Vol |l eypball games
TEAM

WHAT ACTI VI TI ES?

What do you need?

WEAR your hous
(grades 11/ 12)

Bring a towel to mop your brow and a spare set of ¢
Wear appropriate indoor/outdoor sports shoes

Bring a hat and water bottle

Apply sunscreen before arriving at school

Money to buy Blue Gecko Cafe Refreshments

LOTS of house SPIRIT

e coloured-l1PE kitspgradesl 6t hes in yc

= =42 =4 -8 98 9 =
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Gecko Athletics News
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School Community Net

AL

SCN NEWS

DONI FORGET! ! !
OSC WELCOME BACK PIC

SATURDAYSBPTEMBERIT &.PRVM

Welcome Back Picwic!

Come and mingle with old and new friends!

An aftemoon of music ond fun ackivities

This year the food vendors th

y Panino

y Fro Yo
y Ginza Japanese
y Dol ce I tali a

y The Commons
y Krua Thai
yl ce and Easy Cakes
y English Cake Company
Yy Rukshan
y Bavarian food



mailto:ptatreasurer@osc.lk
mailto:ptasecondarysupport@osc.lk
mailto:ptasecondarysupport@osc.lk

Paglks

Students will also be selling a va

We have a great DJ, some fab family games:s
old friends.

Games for all the family inclu
OHooverboards
OA Photobooth
OTug of War
OLimbo dancing
OFoam pit
Ol nflatabl e bouncer
OFace painting
OBall oon making
OBubble machine
OSlip and slide with pool
Oand the usual footballs for all

A wonderful chRORADOGallede there with s
puppies and kittens | ooking for f



Paglk4

We have mats but bring a picnic rug if
seating too.

The swimming pool wil/l be open so also pl
and towel . Suncream and hat are

Doa forget to bring cash for the vend

0 or s.
each student to receive a frozen yoghu

r

SCN OPEN MEETI NG

| Open meedEEDgGgY wh TH HDoOWT bDMEE
|| be held in the meeting |
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The Head of School and Primary and Secon
Parents are very welcome to come and rais
t her e.

SECONDARY SPORTS DAY
WEDNESDAYOFTHEPTEMBER
ToAlSecondPaarryent s. I f you can, please rer

heal thy "goodies" f esmpotrdiamsy . SCN t 0o s«
Alcdont ri bagrtda aotnlsy ape.re.cisadmasas, small s al
cookies, fruits, baked Ygpoaodanall three aekl
culinary contributions with the chilBdBlFea

Geclkamafe, preferably by 7:45am.
THE SCN WILL ALSO PROVIDE FRESH FRUI T,

Pl easoent act Danielle floto.dan@hot
Il f you are able to donate a dish it v
Thanks in advance for those who

Pl ease come and cheer on your <children &
Gecko Caf® as you pass!!
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CANTEEN WMHEWS

MONDAY THURSDAY
4 Cream of Vegetable Soup 4 Mexican Rice
4 Green Garden Salad 4  Grilled Chicken with herbs
4 Salad Baguette 4 Mashed Potato
4 Garlic Rice 4 Vegetable mix
4 Baked Cheese paste 4 Sweet Corn Soup with butter bread
4 Mexican Vegetable casserole (Zucchini/Tomato/ 4 Pasta Napolitano, Beetroot Salad
Carrots/Corn)
4 Spinach & mushroom
TUESDAY FRIDAY (CHEAT DAY)
4 Salad Station with Tortila/Grilled buns (Lettuce, 4 Burger

Cheese, Chopped Ch_icken Chopped Onion, Chopped 4  Homemade Chips, Baked Pasta, Vegetable
Parsley, Chopped Chives, Shredded Carrots, Chopped Skewers. Salad Station

peppers, Sliced cucumber)

Buttered Rice with herbs

Green Chicken Breast with lemongrass
Steamed Vegetables (Cauliflower, Butter beans,
Carrots, etc.)

Beef Strips with Vegetables

Mashed potato

Spaghetti bolognaise (Chicken & Cheese)
Fresh Cut fruits

AR bMBhD

WEDNESDAY

Salad stations with Tortilla & Buns
Vegetable Fried rice

Boiled egg/baked Chicken

Pasta in Tomato & Herb

Vegetable Augratin, Green Garden Salad
Baked pumpkin with Spinach and Sesame

ArDDAIAIAD




